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THS 
INTRODUCTION, 


A Here i; no E AV under Heaven, which hath 
its Riſe from NATUHE or GRACE, that forbids 
Men to Deal Honeſtly and Plainly with the greateſt Per- 
ſonages in Matters of higheſt Importance to their 
Preſent and Future Good; On the Contrary, the Pi- 
Gates of both enjoyn every Man that Office to his 
Neighbour, and from Charity among Private Perſons, 
it becomes a Dai indiſpenſible to the Publick: Nor 
do Worthy Minds think ever the leſs kindly of Ho- 
neſt and Humble Monitors; and Cod, he knows, 
that oft · times Princes are Deceived, and XKingdems 
Languiſh for Want of them. How far the Poſture 
olf our Affairs will juſtifie this Adireſ, I halt ſubmir to 
your Judgment, and the Obſer vation of every intelli- 
gent Reader. 

Cerraia it is, that there are few Kizedoms in the 
World more Divided within themſelver, and whoſe vt. 
ligious Intereſts lie more ſeemingly crols to all Accom- 
modation, then that we livein, which renders the 
Magifftate's Task hard, and giveth him a Difficulcy, 
ſome think inſurmountable, | 

Your Endeavours for an WUniformity have been ma- 
ny; Your 4s not a few to Enforce it; but the Cen- 
ſequence, whether you intended it ur uo, tough the 
Barbarous Practices of thoſe that have had their Exe. 
cution, hath been the 18 of ſevetal F _— 
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1 

* of the Free Inbalitams of this Kingdem of their Un- 

forfeited Rights. Perſon: have been flung inte Goals, 

Gates and Trunks broak open, Goods diſtrained, till a Stool 

hath dot been left to ſit downon, Flocks of Cattel driven, 

whole Barns full of Corn ſeized, Parents left without their 

Chiliren, Children witbout their Parents, both without 

| Swbfiftence : But that which aggravates the Cry- 

elty, is, the Widdews Mite hath not eſcaped their 

Hands; they have made her Cow the ſorfeit of her 
| Conſcience, not leaving her a Bed to lie on, nor a 
Blanket te cover her: And which is yet more Bar. 
bareus, and helps eo make up this TRAGEDY, the 
poor Helpleſs Orphan's Milk boiling over the Fire, was 
flung away, and the Skillet made Part of their Price; that, 
had net Nature in Neighbours been ſtronger then 
| ' « Cruelty in ſuch Infermers and officers, to open her 
Bowels for cheir Relief and Subſiſtence, they muſt 
have ucterly periſht, Nor can theſe inhuman luſtru - 
ments plead Conſcience or Duty te thoſe Laws that 
| have been made againſt Diſſentert, ſince their Actions 
| have abundantly tranſcended the ſeveteſt Clauſe in 
> them: for to ſee the mpriſon a has beenSuſpicion erovgh 

[ for a Coal: and towifit the Sick, to make a Conventicle - 
| Finn and 51r:1n1ng for Preaching and beirg at 4 Meeting 
| where there bath been neither , and Foxrty Pomnd jor 
| Twenty, at pick and chooſe too, is a Moderate Ad- 
vance with ſome of them. Others thinking this 
2 Way too Dull and Troubleſom, alter the Que- 

ſtion, and turn, Have you met? which the Ad in- 
tends, to, Will yew S, which it intendeth not- 
ſo that in ſome Places it hath been !ufficient to 2 
Primmwnuire, that Men have had Eſtates to looſe, 1 


| mean, ſuch Men, who through Tenderneſs r. ſuſe the Oath, 
but 
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(3) 
but by Principle love the 44egiance not leſs then their 
Adverſaries. 

Finding then by ſad Experience, and along Ttact 
of Time, That the very Remedies apply'd to cure 
Diſſenſiun increaſe it; and that the more vigorouſly an 
Uniformity is coercively proſecuted, the wider Brea. 
ches grow, the more inflamcd Perſons are, and fixt | 
in their Reſolutions to ſtand by their Principles; 
which, beſides all other Inconveniencies to theſe: 
that gire them Trouble, their very SHFFERINGS © 5 
beget that COMPASSION in the Multitude, which 
rarely miſs of many Friends, and makes a Prepara- 
tion for not a few Froſehtes; ſo much more Reverend: | 
is Suffering , then making Men to ſuffer for Religion, =Y 
even of thoſe that cannot ſuffer for Their Religion, 
if yet they have Ay Religion te-ſuffer ſor: Hiſtories 
are full of Examples; The Perſecation of the Chrifl1aw . 


Religion made it more 11luſtrious then its Doctrine 
Perhaps it will be denyed to Zagtifh Diſſenters, that 
they relic upon ſo goeda Cauſe, and therefore a Va- 


nity in them to expect that Succeſs, Arrianiſm it ? 
ſclf, reputed the fouleſt Hereſe by the Church, was — 
by no Artifice of its Party fo diſſeminated, as the 8 

ſe rere O ppoſition of the Homouſiant. ; 


Conteſts naturally draw Company; and the Vulgar 1 
are juſtified in their Curioſity, if not Pifty, when | 
they ſee ſo many Wiſer Men buſie themſelves to ſup. 
preſo a People, by whom tꝭ ey fee uo other Ill then 
that for Nen. Conformity in Matters ol Religion, they l 
dear Incignines patiestly. 

10 be ſhort, It all the 1»1frraptions, Informations, 
Fines, Imteriſonments, Exilesand Blood, the great E. 

nemy ,, 


«. - 4 


veſt, it mig 


(4) 3 
nemy er Nature, as well as Grace, hath excited Man 
in all Ages to about Matters of Worthip, from Cain 
and 4. /s Time to ours, could furniſh us with lufhci. 
ent Preſidents, that the Deſign propoſed by the 1» flittors 
of ſo much Severity, was ever anſwer d; that they have 
ſ mother d — „ and not enflamed, but extingniſht Cen- 

t perhaps, at leaſt prudentially, give Check t 
our Expectations, and allay my juſt Confidence in this 
Addreſs, But ſince fach Attempts have ever been 
found Improſperous, as well as that they are too Coſtly, 
and that they have procured the Fadgments of Cod, the 
Hatred of Men; to the Sufferers,Miſcry yz, to their Coun- 
tries, Decey of People and Trade; and to their own Con- 
ſciences, an infinite Guilt, I fall to the Queſtion, and 
then the Solution of it; in which, as I declare, I in- 
tend nothing that ſhould in the leaſt abate oi that Love, 
Honowr and Service that are due to you; ſo | beſeech 
you, do me that Juſtice, as to make the faireſt Interpre- 
tion of my Expreſſions, for, the whole of my Plain and 
Honeſt Deſign is, to offer my Mite for the Increaſe of 


your True Honour, and my dear Country's Felicity, 


William Penn, 


The 


| — — —— 
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The QUESTION. 
V I Hat u moſt Fit, Eaſie and Safe 
| - at thuFuntture of Affairs to 
be done, for Compoſing, at leaſt Quieting 
Differences; for Allaying the Heat of 
Contrary Intereſts, and making them 
Subſervient to the Intereſt of the Go- 
vernment, and Conſiſtent with the Pro- 


ſperity of the Kingdom ? "4 
| 


The AN SW ER. 
I. An Inviolable and Impartial Maintenance 
of Engliſh Rights. _ 
II. Our Superiours governing themſelves 15 - - ol 
on a Ballance,as near as may be towards the 
leyeral Religious Intereits. 
IT. A fincere Promotion of General and 
Practical Religion. 


Iſhall briefly diſcourſe upon theſe Three Things, and 
endeavour to prove them a fufficiem, if not the eahj beſt 
Anſwer that can be given to the Queſtion pro; sunded. 


Of 


det, 17 147hily theirs, and no Bod) g elſe. 
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Of ENGLISH-RIGHTS. | 


Here is a6 Goyerament in the World but it muſt either 

ſtand upon Will an Power, or Condition and Contratt : 

The one rules by A; the other by Laws. And a- 

Hove all Kingdoms under Heaven it is England's Felicity to have 

her Conſtitution ſo impartially Juſt and Free, 28 there cannot 

well be _—_— more remote from Arbitrarineſs, and jealous of 
preſervi Laws, by which all Right is maiatain d. 

Theſe Laws are either Fundamental, and fo immutable; or 
more Superficial aud Temporary, and conſequently alterable. 

By Superficial Lows we underſtand ſuchAtts,Laws or Statutes, 
as are fuited to preſent Occurseaces, and Emergencies of State; 
and which may as well be abrogated, as they were firſt made 
for the Good of the Kingdom: Fer Inſtance; thoſe Statutes 
that relate to Victuals, Cloaths, Times and Places of Trade, &c. 
which have ever Rood whilſt the Reaſon of them was in Force; 
but when that Benefit; ch once tedounded, fell by freſh Acci- 

dents, they ended according to that old Maxim, C:ſſante ratione 
legis, cifſat lex. | 

By Fundamental Laws do not only underſtand ſuch as imme. 


-..diately ſpring from F yntereſit, that Frernal Prin iple of Truth and 


Sap, Ezmore or leſs diſſeminated through Mankind, which are as 
28 Nees of Humane Structure, the Bahs of reaſonable 
— orner. . Lan all would run into Heaps, and Confu · 
cteties, without Wu. Aterum ros ladere, jus u cnig; 
=y namely, Honefe viver., ot to Hurt another, and 
— that is, = live Honeſtly, © Li ioles, and common 
every one their Right(Fxcellent pu. our e ent 
—— Though that it ſelf were lufficien: to ao e 
Poſe) But thoſe R:ghrs an Froviledoes, which I call & : 


c- 


and which are the Proper Birth-right of Engl ſk Men, ani may 


be reduced to theſe Three : 


Firſt, A. Ownerſhip,end Undiftarbed Poſſtſſivr, That what they 


2dly, 


— — — wy — 
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7. ( 9”) — „ 22 
2dly, A Voting of every Lam that is made, whertby 
that Ownerſhip or Propriety may be maintained, 

z3dly, An [fluence upon, anda real Sh we in that u-. | 
dicatory Power that muſt apply every ſuch / aw; whicths | 
the Ancient, Neceſſary and Landable Uſe of Furies, if 
mot found among the Fiirains , te be. ſure prattiſed. by 
the Suxons, aud continued through the Normans % this 
very Day, | £ 5 

That theſe have been the Ancient and Undoubted 
Rights of Engliſh men, as three great Roots, under whoſe 
ſpacious Branches the Exliſb People have been wont to 
ſhelter themſelves a ainſt the Storms of Arbitrary Go- 
vernment, I ſhall cndeaveur to prove. | 


1. An Ownerſhip and Undiſturbed Poſſeſſion. 


This relate: both to Title and Security of Efate, and b 
Liberty of Perſon, from the Violence of Arbitrary 
Power, 1 . | A 
'Tis true, the Foot-Steps of the Britiſh Government 
are very much over-grown by Time: There is ſcarcely any 
Thing remarkable left us, but what we are bcholden to 
Strangers ſor; either their own Unskilſulneſs in Letters, 
or their Depopulations and Conqueſts by Invaders, have 


* 


B | 
deprived the World of a particular Story of their Laws Ca, r. Com. 1 


and Cuſtoms in Peace or ii ar: However, Ceſar, T4. T acrr,in vit. 
cit , and eſpecially Dien, ſay enough to prove their Agric, 
Nature and their Government to be asfar from ſlaviſh, as Dion. 
their Breeding and Manners were remote from the Edu- Beds. 
cation and greater Skill of the R Beda and M. Aft H. an, | 
Weſtminſter, ſay as much a 4 cl £49 
The Law of Property they obſerved, and made thoſe | 
Laws that concern'd the Preſervation of it. | 
The Saxons brought no Alteration to theſe two Fun - 
damentals of our Engliſh Government; for they were 
a Free People, govern d by Lars, of which they thern- | 
elves were the MAKERS; that is, There was no Law 


a made 


| Se ad at th — — * — 


I. 6. 


Hu Lam. This Ins, the Great Saxon King, confirmeth ; There is | 


Ahfror.. c. 1. their Entrance upon the Government, te mamnteim and 
8.2. rite actor dag te the Lays of the Nation. Theit Parlia- 


the Conqueror, as he is uſually call d, quitting all Claim 

by Conqueſt, gladly ſtoept to the Laws oblerv'd by the 

Hen. Fad. Saxon Kings, and fo became a King by Leave, valuing. 
mur. Hiſter. a Title by Eleſtien before that which is founded in Power 
J. 1. p. 13. only: He therefore at his Coronation made a ſolemn 
AI. Paris, in Covenant, te maintenn the good, approv'd, and ancient 
Vit. Gnlvlrm, Laws of the Kingdom, ang to inbiby all Spoil and mnjuft 


Aten 
JS nagminty | Ne 
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(9) DRL 
Aud this Mey the firſt, hu third Son, amengt ethers 


bie Titles mention d in his Clor'er, to make Zig 8 > Spicelega, * 


Moprick, calls himſelf Son of William rhe Gran whe 

by Hereditary Right ſucceeded Ring Edware (calt'd 

be Confeſſor ) in this Kingdom. An ancient Chronicle 
of Lech field ſpeaks of a Council of Lords that a Jviſed ch Leichf, 
.. am of Normandy, Te cal together «8 the Nobles and © 
We Men throughout thier Conntur of Eagiand, that Ee x 
met ht ſet down their own Laws and Cufems; whict was 

about the fourth Year ef his Reign; Which in 
that they had fundamental Laws, and that he intend 
their Confirmation 8s followeth. And one of the firk 

Laws made by this King, which, as 4 notable Auther 

faith, y be cd the ir Magna (Charta i the Nor- * 
man Times, by which he reſerved to himſelf nothing of 

the Free.men of this Kingdom, but their free Service 


ag © bd 
the Concluſion of it faith, that 7ke Lands of the tnhabr- LI. Sue ,, 


rents of this Kingdom were granted to them in Inhericazee © 5+ * 
of the King , ' and by the Common Conneil of the w L 

— — which Law doth alſo provide Tha: —— 
hold their Lands and Tenments wol or enly, ard i 


Peace, from all nnjnfls Tax and Tu: whi 4.747 N 
expounded in the Laws of Henry K., ch. . * 
we Tribute or Tax ſhould be taken, but what was due | 
Fdward rhe Conf?for's Time. bo that the Norman Kings 
claim no ether Right ir the Lands, and Poſſeſſions of any 
of their Subjects, then according to Engliſh Law and 
Right. And fo tender were they of . PXOPERTYT .m 
thoſe times, that when Juſtice it ſelf became importunaze © 
in a Caſe, no Diſtreſs could iſſue without publick «/@ar-  * - -- 
rant obtain d; nor that neither, but upon Three Ca 
firſt made : Nay, when Rape and Plundet was rifer and 
men ſeem d to have no more Right to their own then Try 
had Power to maintain, even then war this La » fut 514 Cie . 
ent Sanctuary to all Oppreſſed, by Priag ublick ly plea cp. 42, 45 
ded at the Bar againſt all Uſurpatious, though it de Gloy, 229 l 
22 vader : 


* 
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Cenmb.Frit, under the Pretenee of their Conqueror Right it ſelf; a 
Ir. . bythe Cale'pf Edwin of Sharnbourn appears. 

The like Obligation to maintain this Fundamental Law 


+ of Property, with the appendent Rights of the People 
| 2 . was taken by Rufm, Henry the ®, Stephen, Henry 
| 3 the 2d, Richard the iſt, Fobr, and Henry the 3d ; 


which brings me to that Famous Law, call d, Magna Char- 

14, or The Great Charter of England, of which more anon; 

it being my Deſign to ſhew, That nothing ofthe Eſſential 
Rig bes of Engl:ſh men was thereby de neue granted, as in 
Civility to King Henry the third, it is termed but that 
they are therein only repeated and. confirmed: M bere- 
fore I ſhall return to antecedent Times, to fetch down the 

* remaining Rights, 

"Mi The ſecond part of this firſt Fundamental is, Liberty 
| of Perſon, The Sexons were ſo tender inthe Point of 
Impriſonment, that there was little or no U'c made of 

it; nor would they ſo puniſh. their Bondemen,. 4 5ncalis 

| Corrtere raram oft : In caſe of Debt or Dammage, the 
Recovery thereof was cither by a Delivery of the juſt 
. *"Valuejn Goods, or upon the-SheriffijSale of the Goods, 
U Zr.  inMoney; and if that ſatisfied not, the Land was exten- 
died; and when all was gone, they were accuſtomed to 

e make their laſt Seizure i pon the Party's Arms, and tber 
_ be wasreputed an Undene Alan, and caſt upon the Cha- 
+. rity of his Friends for Subſiſtence, but his Perſon never 
IF impriſoned. for the Debt, no, nor in the King's Caſe : 
| LI. A cr, And to the Honour of King Alfred be it ſpoaken, He im- 
« V ** * priſon'd one of. bis Fuvges for Impriſoning a Man in that 
y & 31, - . _ : 
* " Caſe. And we find among his Laws this Paſſage, Q«s 
; — immerentem Paganum vinculis cen ſtrinxerit, deeem ſolidis 
voxam ſarcito: That if a man ſhould impriſon a Pager, 


” y gy 


..% or Heathen. unjuſtly, his Purgation of that Offence 

* 8 ſhould be no leſs then the Payment of Ten Shillings ; 
5 | a Sum very conſiderable in thoſe dayes. Nor did the 
| ch Revolution from Sexo» to Norman drop this ä 
-- or 


tor beſides the general Confirmation cf former Ri h. 
by #:Ui4m, {yrnamel toe Conguerer, his Son Henry the a 
ffs partic-larly took ſuch Care of centin: ivg this part Ll. C «lo, 
of Propertj iaviolat lc, that in his Time no Perſ n was to © 421455 F-. 
be impriſon'd for committing of Mortal Crime it ſelf, LI. Hear. 
unleſo he were fiſt attainted by the. Vegdict of Twelve . 3. 

Men. 

Thus much for the firſt of my Three Fundamentals, 

Right of Eſtate, and Liberty of Perſon; that is do ſay,. 

Ian no maus Fond man, and what I pefſi ſs is inviolably - 


mine Own, 


2. A Voting of every Law that is made, wherthy that - 
O wnerſbip or Propriety my be maintained, 


That theſecond Fundamental of our Engliſh Govern. 
ment was no [ncroachment upon the Kings of more mo- 
deta Ages, but extant long before the Great Charter made 
inthe Reign of Hen, 3, even as carly.as the Zricains 
themſelves ; and that it continued to the time of Her. 3. 
I ſhall prove by ſeveral laſtances. 


Ceſar in bis Commentaries tells us, That it was the C/ Co 
C:ſtom of the Fri ſi Cities, to Elect their General; 4 Comm, vt 


and if in War, why not in Peace? Dion aſſtres us in Dios in vit. 
the Life of Severw the Emperor, Tat in Britain the g t 
People held a Share in Power and Government; wt ich : 

is the modeſteſt ConſtruRion his Words will bear. And 7407/7. in vie 
Tacitus ſaith, They had a Common Council; and that 4,,c c. 12 
one great Reaſou of their Overtutow by the Romani was, 
their not Conſulting with, and — upon their Cen: - 

mon Council. Again, Both Beda and Mar. Weſtminſter 

tell us, That the Prirair: ſummon d a Synod, choſe their 

Moderator. and ezpell'd the Pelapian Creed: All which 

ſuppoſes pop..lac \ſſemblies, with Power to order Nati- 

onal Alans. And indeed, the learned Author of the Pr:* 


eo Councils gives ſome Hints to this Purpoſe, That = 
1 


* 


; (2) x F 
lad a Common Council, and call'd it, KYFR-Y-THEN 
— * The Saxons were not inferiour to the &r #69114 in this 
Point, and Story furniſheth us with more and plainer 
Proofs, They brought this Liberty along with them, 
and it was not likely they ſhould loſe it, by tranſpors 
ing themſelves into a Country where they alſo found, it. 
Fas Hitt Tm reports it to have been generally the Gan- 
F L.iiberty, like uato the Cenci of the Athenians and 


G 7 . . 

g Pla. in vit. : Lacedemenians, : They cal their Free.men F roliwgs, and 
Sel..& Lyr theſe had Votes in the Making and Execuring the general 
Concil. Br. Laws of the Kingdom. In Ethelbert's time, after Au. 


2 526. in's Inſinuations had made his Followers a Part of 


= LI. Sax. Lam, the Government, the Commaune Concilium was 1am Cleri 
1 Can f 1 „ Populi, In Inas time, Suaſn & inſtirute Epiſcops- 
of Idi J. f. 2 * " Tm om inm Senarerum & nam majeram ſapentum populi. 

. Alfred after him reform d the former Laws conſults ſa- 
1A II Ed. Lam, Hees. Likewiſe Matters of publick and general 


5 Cant, f. 139. Chuge, in Calc of War, Kc. we have grented in the Af. 
7 „ ſembly, Rege, Barenibm g Pep. And though the Fe. 
, en Word properly imports the Meeting of Wile Men; 
yet zl that would come might be preſent, and interpoſe, 

; their Like or Dillike of the preſent Propoſition, as that of 

LSI Es. Ina, in magne ſerveram Dei frequentia, Again, Cem- 

. J. enung Concilium ſenierum & pepaleram totlas regni, the 
| Common Council of the Elders and People of the whole 

Coneil. Zr. Kingdom. The Council of Mit, Ann. 855. is ſaid to 

350. In gelb. be in the Preſence of the Great Men, alzoramg; fidelinme 
infinitas ari1s:udive; and an infinite multitude of other 

faithful People, which wes nigh Four Hundred Years beg 

fore the _ — — made. 1 b 

My laſt in ſtance of the Sar Ages ſhall be out of the 

| = GE 7 fe of the. Learned rg rs H. Seelos: 
Tu Saxon I ittangemett or Parliament (ſaith he) .= Cond 
dente 6/ 156 Princes, & well Biſhops a Magiſtrates, and 
the rc: People of the Kmgdom ;, and that the ſaid N 
ge, 077 lted of the ommon Safety in Peace £94 Var, 
| and tvr tue Promotion of the common Good, 1 of 
Normandy 


4 Tit. Sete, 
* f. 261. 


— 4 * — 


— — — 
OY 


mer 9 2 
F 04,04 AAS 

Nor maxdly chef rather to rey upon the Peoples Son unte 

+ bis own Power te obtain the Kingdom, He ſwote to them ta 
maintain their / Laws 67d Prov:/edge: ;, they to him Obes 
dane tor his ſo governing of them; for, as a certain Aude L gl 
hath it, He bound bimſelf ro be ?aft,ghat be wig ht be Great; 
and ts Progle to ſubmit toYaffice, that they might be free lx 35+ 
his Lews, c. 53 . by the Commmun Cane il of the whole 
Kingdom, baus granted the Proples Landi to them in Inhert> 2 
rance, according te their AN NT Laws, Mattersof - - 94 
general Charge upon the whole Body of the People, were > - 
ſetled by this grand Gouncil, by the — 4 oncilum, \ © 
eſpecially in the Charge of Arms impos d upon the Subjeſt. 5 i; * ; 
The Law ſaith it to Va done dy the CommonCouncil L. 1 wel. * 
of the Kingdom. So W. Rufus and Henry the Firſt, were” , . 
received by che commen Conſt of the Prople. And S PP *IEs 
Words were; Ego Stephanus, Dei graze, Aﬀenſu tx: Hic W 
Poli in Regno An lia leid u, & e. I Steph, nd ws 
Grace of God, and Conſort of the Clergy and 4 1 r 
choſen King of England, & c. So 75 Tobn was choſen e. rr. x. 


. ” 
. . 


— 


Chir quaw Populi wnanume conſenſu & fater-, by tt a1 . 3. 
vour and unanimous Corſent of the Clergy . Fer N * 
And his Queen is faid to have been crowned & as Are. 
cer ſen ſu & concord: voluntate Archie iſceporum, Comitim, ew ==" a 
Barennm,Cleri & Populi tot Regni, i. e. by the eommon 7 P! 1244 
An und unanimous Good Will of the. ef Biſhop, —— he 
Rijbops, Connie, Barone, Clergy and People of the w . 2 
X - King Ed. 1. alſo 9 Money of 4. Commune Job. Memb. | 
Concilium or Parliament, as they have given in my Time, > — 
and that of my Progenitors, Rings. . Ea. Vp 1 

All which ſhows, that it was Antreedent to the Great dW. I. n. 23. '< 
Charter; not the Rig bis therein repeated confirm'd, but IS: 
the A it ſelf. 

And King Fehn's Reſignation of the Crown to the Pope | 
being queſtion'd upon ſome Occaſion in Edward the 34's Ker Per. 40. 
Time, it was agreed upon, that he had no Powey 10 ds Ed. 3. u. 78. 
it without the Ceoſcar of the Duke, Prelates, Barons and 
Commons, 

And as paradoxal as eny may pleaſe to think it, = 

; zac 


. 


—— 7) 


* 


— — 1 
ne preat Intereft of a Prince, that the People ſhould 
| ve a Share in the making of their own Laws; where tit 

: the y are no Kings of Free-men, but Slaves, and 

s — their Enemies for making them ſo. Leges — alia 

' . Caſe noi tenent, 4 wdicio pepulirescptæ ſum ; 

The Laws (ſanh ex — 2 iege he People, 

©” becauſe they are allowed of by their Judgment, And 
= | Gratian, in Dec. diſtinct. 4. Jam denam humane leges 

. | habent vim ſuam, cuntfutrint non modo inflituta,ſed etiam 

1 firmata Approbatione Cammunitat is: lt is then (faith he) 

IE tut human Laws have their due Force, vhen they ſhall not 

only be deviſed, but confirm d by the Approbation of the 

People. 1. It makes Men diligent, and encreaſeth Trade, 


= | '. which advances the Revenue; for where Men are not f-ce, 

4 they wi l never ſeek to improve, becauſe they are not ſure 

be. of what tbey have. 2. I frees the Prince from the Je. 

© Cu Iufie and Hate of his People; and conſequently, the 
+ 


Troubles and Danger that follow ; and make bis Province 

_ enſi: and ſafe. 3. If any Inconveniency attends the Exe- 

. cution of any Law, the Prince is not to be blam d; tis their 

own Fault that made, at leaſt conſented to it. we 

GC I ſhall now proceed to the third Fundamental, and by 

» 4 I” plain Evidence prove it to have been a material part of the 
. \ Government before the Great Charter was etacted. 


3. The People bave an Influence upon, and 4 great Share 
in that Fudicatory Power, c. 


3 4 That it was a Bri:5ſb Cuſtom, I will not affirm, but have 
_ : ſome Rea'en to ſuppoſe 3, for if the Saxon had brought it 
: with them, they would alſo have left it behind tiem, and 

. in all likelyhood there would have been ſome Footſteps in 

by Saxony of ſuch a Law or Cuſtom which we find not. 1 will 
Þ not enter the Liſts with any about ir; This (hall ſuffice, that 
$z we find it early among the Saxon; in this Country; and 
if they, a free People in their own Country, ſetling them- 
ſelyes here as a new plant d Colony, did ſupply what was 
Aaſective in their own Government, or ad] ſome new 


/ * Free- 


— — — 
—ͤů 


——̈—ᷣ— — —— —_———— 


C3) NY 
Freedom to themſelves, I Planters are-v vat to de, 
which are as thoſe firſt and Corner-Stones, their ofterity 
with all Care and Skill are to build upon, chatwill ſerve my 
turn, to prove it a Fundamental; that is ſuch a ir ff Priw- f 
ciple in our Engliſh Government, by the ofthe 
— — — 1 
not ——— 2. fr | 
that is to ſay, that Aer were not to be condemned ths 


Votes of the Freemen, N. Bon thinks that rader Tine, 


the multitude tryed all among themſelves T fancies it came 
from Graciaui thut — theSuffrage 


14 or the mayer then. Be it as it will, Furies the 
4 had; for oma King «/£rbeldred, above 


100 Years before the Entrance of the M we Ll. Sex, 
Lam. ann. 


ſworn, that _ 
— yo were they o thoſe 

this Way of Judicaviere;that Ara put one 
his Judges to Death for paſſing | 
corruptly obtain'd, # Vos; 


ecuted another of his Fudge: for ir 
Jury 


There was alſo a Law made in the Time of Etheldred,r 1 Erle 
when the tan and Saxons began to grow tame to each L » * | 
ether, and intercommon amicably, tt at faith, Ler there be ** * 
Twelve Men of Underſtanding, &c. fox Engliſh and fox 
Welch, aud let them dial Juſtice, both ro Engliſh and 
V/ elch. | 

Alſo in thoſe fimp'er Times, If « Crime extended but to | 
fern ſhamsfu! Pennance, as Pillary or Whips (tt e laſt LI. re. 
vhereof, as uſual as it may 7 with us, was inf icted only LI. Caxut. 

Pen 


— 2 6ꝶꝙ6”ůÿ1..— od. ood ————— 


(26) 
upon their Bond-men ) then mi gbt the Prunance be vedut'd 
to 4 Ranſom, according to the Nature of the Fault; but it 
muſt be ſo afſeft in the Preſence of the Fudge, and by the 
Twelve, that is, the Fury of Frilingi, or Free. men. 

Hitherto Stories tell us of Tryali by. Jurits, and thoſe - 
to have conſiſted in general Terms of Frese, but PER 
PARES came after, occaſion d by ihe conſiderable S4 ont, 
Ae that Service, & leaving it to the inferiont People 


—— — — —ęẽ eÜ b ———ů— —— — 
. 


o loſt rhe Bench, their ancient Right, becauſe they were 
not thought —_— for a Judge or Sheriff) And from the 
owing Pride of the Danes, who ſlighted ſuch a Rural pu- 
warxre, and deſpiſed the Fellowſhip of the mean Saxen 
q — in ck Service; for the wiſe —— King =_ 
cei e Dangerous Conſequence © mitting the 

| La ad Libertiss of the Infer:oxr but not leſs Gefu 
| People) to the Diftates of any ſuch ſuperb Humenr ; and on 


the other hand, of ſubject ing the Nebler Sort te the S1ffrage 
of the inferionr Rark, with the Advice of his W:ittagenmere 
ovides a third Way, maſt Equal and Grateful, and by 
= cers or Equatyy*which is the Envy of Nations, but t 
| famous Priviteder of our Enęliſ a ,one of thoſe three 
Pillars the Fabirck of this Ancient and Free Government 
ſtands upon. 

This Benc fit gets Strength by Time, and is receiv'd by 
the Norman Drks and his Succeffors ; and not only con- 
firm'd in the Lump of other Priviledges, but in one notable 
Caſe for all, that might be brought t prove, that the fun- 
damental — mention'd in the — — 9; 

Ou Hen. 3. were before it. TheStory is more at large dehive!” 
un 4 by our Learned Sclden: But thus; The Norman Luke having 
ga iven his half Brother Ode, a large Teriitery in Kent, with 
Se Earidom; and he taking Adva tage at the Kin bring 
PI, aid with theArch-Biſhop of Canterbury, to p. Nefs him. 
ſelf of ſome of the Lands of that See; Lard, ak that ſuc- 
ceeded the ArchBiſtt»p,inforin'd hercof, perition'd the K ng 


, for Juſtice ſecxndum legem terre, according to the Law of 
5 the Land; upon which the A. ſummon d a Comny Corr, 
ide 


— — 


| (17: 
the Debate laſted threeDayey before the Free. wen of Rem 
in the Preſence of Lords and gi, andothers rhilful in 
the Law ard the Judgment paſſed for the Arch-Biſhop UP- 
ON THE YOTES OF THE FREE-MEN. 


By all which itis (1 hope) ſufficiently and inoſſenſi vely 
—— —— Principles, en 
1. in Auen d tudually the Rig P 

ſeſſion and Diſpeſction of wht they love. 
>. That they areParries to the Lawns of their Conmry, for 
the Mainta5nence of that ra and i L. | 

3. That they have an Influence upon, 
on the Tudicatory Power,” that ſbull apply theſe Laws mais, 
have been the ancient Kights of tbe Aingdemand common 
Baſis of the Government ;, that whith Kings under the fe- 
veral Revolutions have /wern to maintain and 
affords mommy to confirm ; So that the 
Great Charter in the _ ol Henry the 34,wes not the 
Nativity, but Rr ſoratiom of mcient Pr es from Cap- 
tivity ; No Grant of New Righes, bat a New Grant, or 
Confirmat ion rather of Ancient Lays ard Lan iclated 
— King Jobn,and reſtor d by his Succefſor,at the Expence 

a long and bloody War, which ſhewed them as reſolute 
to keep, as their Anceftors had been careful to enact thoſe 
excelleat Laws, 

And fo l am come to the Great Charter, which is com- 
prehenſive and _— of what I have already been diſ- 
courſing, and which I ſhall briefly touch upen with thoſe 
ſucceſſive Srarxres that have been made in Honour und 
Preſervation of it. 

I ſhall rehear e ſo much of it as falls within the Conſidee 
ration of the tore · going Matter, which is a greatdeal in a 
little, with ſomething of the Formality of Grant and 
C'urſ., that this Age may ſee, with u hat Reverence and 
Crreumſpttion aur Anceſtors gereru d themſelves in Ces · 
fir ming and Prejering it. 


- - - — 


Henry, by the (race of Ged Run of England, &c. ot) Hey. T 


To all Arch-Biſhops, Farls,, Barons, Sheriffs, Pro- 
b 3 vols 


& 
i 


* — — — — — 
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Ch 14. 


Ch. 29. 


— — 


02 : 
vols Omen, ante ol Bailifs, end oor fariful 
Subjects, who bull ſee this 47 Charter Groeting : 
Kao ye, that we, unto the Hansur of Almighty 
God, and for the Salvation of ayes — — — 
« gegitors, and our Succeſſecs, Kings of Bgld, 
ie Advancement of Haly Church, and A- 
menden of our Realm, of our me and free 
« ill have given and granted to a Arch-Bibops, 
«8&c. and to all Free · mes of this our Realm, theſe 
© Libertics anderwritten, to be hold-n and kept 
«© ;a.this our Realm of gland for evermore. 


Though in-Hogovr to the King, it is ſaid to be out of 
his rer 44 free M yet the Q aliñ cation of the Perſons, 
beſts {aid to graat the enſuing to, ſhew. t. at they 
are; Terms of Formality,. viz. To «b Free-men of li 
Aas for taey muſt be free, becauſe of theſe Laws and 
,  Gace "was e hey eould be any Toing 
Le e eee Fee meh thr jul ie: 
but cen raum to Free men their juſt Privi⸗ 
ledges. The Words of the Charter are theſe: 


© A Free-mas ſhall not be amerced for 2 ſmall 
E:Baulc, but after the Quantity of the Fault; and 
for a great Fau t, after the Manner thereof, ſa- 
© yiag to him his / ontenements or Freehold: And 
*.2 Merchant likewiſe ſhall be amerced ſaving to 
c him his Merchandize; a: dnone of the ſaid A- 
c mercements ſhall be aſſeſſed, but by the Oath 
«of good and honeſt Men ol the Vicinage. X 

© NoFree- mas (hall be t hen 1 — b 
© diſſerwed of bu Frec bod. , Liberties, or free Cu- 
c ſloms, or be outlaw'd or exiled, or any other 
© wayes Ceſtroyed,nor we ſhall not paſs upon him, 
nor condemn him, but by Lawfel Judgment ef 


hs 


r | 
N Pte, or by the Law of the Land; We aH * 
«ſell to no Man, we ſhall deny or defer tons | 
Man cither Juſtice or Right. 
Iſtand amazed, tow any Mancan have the Confidence . 


when the King declares, chat what he did herein, was freely; 
ar 


ws the Pe of the Free-men at the making & publiſh* 
ing thereof. No Free man ſhalt be rakyn or wnyriſen'd; 
then be is free : This Liberty i b Rg. Again, No Free- 
man ſhall be d. d of bus Freebeld, Libertics, or free 
Cuſtoms ;, then certainly he was in Poſſeſſion of them. And 
that great Father in the Laws of Eg. Chief Juſtice C, Pro. - 
Cock, in his Prozm to the 24 Part of his Inftumees, ifs ws, nl. Inſtit. 
that thoſe Laws and Liberties were foes and - part 2. 
4 


among others in an intire Volumn by Edu ard the Cn. 
F, confirm'd by . e, ' the Conguerer, 
ich were afterwards ratified by Heerythe ; eoler- 


ged by H.nry the ſecond in his Conſtitutions at Claren dun; 
and after mich Conteſt & Blood ſpilt between Ring 7h 
and the Bere-.3 (concern ng them, were ſolemnly eſtabliſii d 
at Run, ing Mead near Stanes, and laſtly brought to the 
former Stat ĩon, and pnbliſht by this King Hem y the third, 
in the ↄth ear of his Reign: And though evil Counſellors - 
wou'd have provokt hin. to void his Fathcr's act and his 
ou n, as ifthe firſt had been the Effect of For-e, the other 
of Non- ge; yet it ſo pleaſed Almighty God, u ho hath 
ever been propitious to this Ungrateful INand that in the 
20th of his Reign, he did confirm and compleat this Char- 
ter, for a perpetual Eftabliſhwenc of Liberty ro ak freeborn 
Engliſh An and their. Hers forever; ordainin2, Q 
contravententes per Duminum Regem cum con ib fuer int, 
bre pantastur. i. e. But whoſoever (ſhould act an 
Thing contrary to theſe Laws, upon Conviction ſhoul 
be grievouſlly puniſ}.'d by our Lord the King. Ind in the 
224 Year of his Reign, it was confirm'd by the Statute of 
Marleb 


— — — — — — —— —⅜— 


——— k—— 
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52. Hen, 3. Adarich.e.'$. and fo vencrable an Eſteem our Anz 
Stat. Marl. ceftors bad for this Great Charter, and indifj y ne- 
it to their own and Po — 
above 30, times ratified; a 
——— ä (Hf 

cre are the 3. Fundewentals C , e 
to have been the Ri Bend Priviledges of EA ep > 


. ſo;p,con ag ( rt in that 
it ſuppoſe th a, e# to be — there's L 
next, that they baus Frecheldi, there's Property. 


| 2. That they have the Yorwg of their own Laus; for 
| that was an ancient free Cuſtom, as | have already prov d 
and all fuch Cuſtoms are y confixm'd by this Gree 
Charter; Beſides, the People holpt to make it. | 

3. An [nfluenceupon, and a real Shore is the Fudicate- 

ry Power, in the Execution and Application of Law. 
This is a ſubſtantial Part, thrice provided in thoſe 
16+ oC Chery cope Behr 

e Amercement ſhall be afſ«fſ: the Oat 

honeſt Men 4 U — 2. Ne we no paves 
him, nor cond:aus bin, but by Lawful Judgment of his Peers, 


3. Or by i Law of the Land, which is $ or 
a Saying of ignification with La ment of 
Peers; for, Law of the Land, and Lawful Judgment of 


Peer: are the Proprium quarts modo, or eſſential Qualities 
of theſe of our Great Charter, being communi- 
cable Omi ſol: ſemper, to all and every Clauſe thereof 
alike. Chief Juſtice Cook well obſerves, that per legem ter- 
Cock on c. 4. ra, or by the Law of the Land, imports no more then a 
of 52, E. z. Tryal by Proceſs, and Writ orie inal at common Law, which 
Inſt. 2. p.5c. cannot be without the Lawful Judgment of Equals, or 
a common Jury ; Therefore per legale Judiemm Parinm, 
by the Lawſul Indgment of Peers, and per legem Terra, 
by the Law of the Land, plainly fignific the fame Privi- 
led ze to the People: So that it is the Jud ment of the 
Free- men of England, which gives the Ca:t and turns the 
Scale of Engl:ſh Fuftice. 
Theſe Things being fo evidently prov'd by long Uſe 
and ſeveral Laws, to have been the firſt 2 — 
unda- 


ä—7D— ũ ſ— — —— — 


\ 


* — 8 rude doe — ule 
2iflarors with this Capital Prevaledee ſrrther then to p 
their beſt Skill to ſecure and maintdia itz thet lla far as H 
they vere u Part — Government; Maver | 
fo delegated or impower'd any Men, that A jure they could | 
deprive them ofthat Qualification : und «= Fae ad g 2 
nas valet Aru tn; for the Queſtion is nut,l'ber MAY | 4 
be done? but, N OUGHT to robe deve Þ Overſeers 
and Stewards are in power d, not toAlienates bur Preſerve - 
and Impro e other Mens Inheritanees. No Ow 4 deli- 
ver their Ship and Goods into any Man's Hands, to give 
away, or run upon a Rock; neither do they confign ther 
affaus to Agents or Facton u ithout Limitation. All 
Truſts iuppute ſuch a fundamental R igt t in them for 
hom the Truits are as altagether indiſſolvable by the 
Tri ſtees. The Truſt is the Liberty & Property of the Peo- 
ple; the Limitaticn 15, that I. ſhoxid not be muadtd, but in + 
v:oltly preſerved, according to the Law of the Land, © 
2. IIS. 1 Popul: be ſupr: ma Lex, the Safety ofthe Peos 
ple the higheſt Law, as ſay ſeve:a! of our ancient iamous 
Lawyers and Law: Bock; ; then ſince the afore-faid & g. 
are as the Sigmews of this free+ Body pol:rick- or that love- 


taign Ccrd al unhot t which this free It muſt needs | 
con ſen.e 


are 
yo nba < e 


ple, and the Creature ſu 


or Tranſubſtentiarin 


(22) | 
away into utter Bondage; it followes, 


conſume and pine 
the higheſt Lew, and therefore ought to be 4 

ſubſequent Legiſlation, 
4. The Eftate goes before the Steward, the Foundation 
before the Houſe, People before their Repreſentatives, 
— lives 


_ and the Creator before the Creature. The 


—— — ; The Houle ſtands by Reaſon of 
its Foundation; the — — depends upon the Fas- 
iſts by che Power of its Crea: 
tor. Every Repreſentative in the Wor'd, is as the Cre- 
arure of the Pele; for the — make them, and to 
them they owe — Here is no Tranſeſſentiati 
of being from People to — 
tative, no more then there is an ablolute transferring of « 
Title in a Letter of Atorney ; The very Term Ec eſe 
rarive is enough to the contrary : Wherefore as the Houſe 
cannot ſtand without its Foundation, nor the Creature ſub- 
fiſt without its Creator; ſo can there be No Repreſentative 
without a People, nor that People free, which all along is 
intended (as inherent to, and inſeperable from the Engliſh 
People) wwbour Freedom; nor can there be any Freedom 
without ſomething be Fundamental. In ſhort, I would 
fain know of any man, how the Branches can cut up the 
Root of the Tree that bears them? How any Kepreſenta 
tive that is not only a meer Truſt to preſerve Fandemencals, 
the Peoples Inheritance ; but, that is a Repreſentative, 
that makes Laws by Virtue of this Fundamental Law, that 
the People bath a Power in Legiſlation ( the 2d Principle 
ov'd by me) can have Power to remove or deſtroy that 
bes lamiental ? The Fandemental makes the People free, 
this free People make a Reyreſintative © Can this Creature 
nalifie its Creator ? What Spring ever roſe higher that 
its Head? The Repreſentatvcis at beſt but a true Copy, 
an Exemplification ; the free Pceple arethe Orivmal, not 
cancellable by 2 Tran, crept : And if that Fundamental that 
gives to the People a Power of Cegiſlation, be not an 
nullable by that Repreſenrar:ve, becaule it makes it what 
it is; much leſs can that #-pr: /emrative diſſeite Men of 
their Liberty and Property, the ficſt Great Fundamental, 


K 


23) | 

that is the Parent of this other, which in titles to à Share in | 
making Law: for the Prefervation of the firſt inviolably. 
Nor is the third other then the neceſſary Production ofthe 
two "5k intercept Arbitrary Deſigns, & make Power le- 
gal;tor where the People have not as hare in7udgment;thar 
15, in the Application, as well as making of the Law, the 
other two are imperſect, open to daily Invaſion, ſhould 
it be our infelicity to have a violent Prince: for as Property 
is every dayexpos d, where thoſe that have it are deſtitute 
of Power to beadge it abort by Lau- mating; ſo thoſe thad 
have both, if they have hot the Application of the Law, ſ 
but the Creatures of anotherPart of the Government,how 
eaſily is that Hedge broken down? And indeed, as it is a 
moſt juſt and neceſſary, as well as ancient and honourable 
Cuſtom, ſo it is the Prinors Intereſt; for ſtill the People 
are concern'd inthe [nconveniencies with him, and he is 
freed from the Temptation of doing arbitrary Things, and 
their Importuaities, that might elſe have ſome Pretence . 
for ſuch Adreſſes, as well as from the Miſchieſs that might 
enſue ſuch Actions. It might be enough to ſay, that here are 
above 50 Statutes now in Print, its venerable Anti · 

uiry,that warradt 8 confirm this Legale jadician Pari b 
} ot the Tryal of Exęliſt Man by — x * 
E . * ® 


, + 
«lo 


Bur | ſhall hint ar a few Inflances: The firſt is,T be E u g, port ue 
of Lancaſter inthe 14th of Edw.2, adjudged to dye with EA z. c. 
out Lawful Tryal of his Peers, and afterwards Henry Earl Cork, 2 Jef 
of Lancaſter his Brother, was reſtored : theReaſone given 
where two; 1. Becauſe the ſaid Thomas was not arr 443" fipl.cer ' 
and put to Anſwer; 2. That he wis par to Death wi 100 N 
Anſwer, or Lawful Judgmint of bis Peers, The like f * Nm 
Proceedings where in the Caſ: of fobn of Gaunt, p. 39, x | | 
coram Rege. And in the Earl of Arundel's Caſe, Ret. Pa. | 2 
4 Ed. 3. n. 13. And in Sir. ehr Alce's Caſe, 4 EA z. u. 2. 4 
Such was the Deſtruction committed on the Ld. Haſtings 7 
in the Tower of London by Richard the 34, But above 2 
all, that Attainder of Thomas Cremwel Earl Eſſer, 
who was attained of high Treaſon, as appears Rot. Parl. | 
32, He1.8, of which faith Chief Juſtice Cook, asl remem- 
beis Let Obliuvon take away the Memory of ſo foul 4 

0 Fa; 


ix 3 1 . gl 
| : Fade 1 can ;, if not, hewever, let Silence couerit. TL 
; Tues there was a Statute obtained- in the 1 17h of Hemry 
"the 7th. in Defiance of the GrearChartey,which authoriz'fl 
| 2 n nous —.— of this 
Realm; particularly in e of Janies, bath ſeſſin a and 
niſhing by Iuſtices of Aſſme, and of the Peace, without 
jb ing and Preſentmant of 12. Freten, En and 
Dudley were the fie Aon of thoſe Oppreſſons; but 
they were berg A lot their Paing,,gnd that illenal Starure 
ho in he 1ff of Henry the Seb, c. 6. The Cenſe- 


wences plain; That Fan give Rule to As. of 

Parliament, elſe viy oye the Stagute of the 8. EA. 4 

g. 2, of Leni and Information, by the Diſcretion of the 

" fudges to Rand as an Original? apÞehis of the 110 of 

enry the 71h repealed. as illegal ? for, there fare any 

ing is vnlawful, becauſe it tranſgrefſeth: a Law : Bat 

nat Law. can an A of, Palmen tranſgreſs, but that 

hich 4s, Fundamental? Thereſors Try ty Jurich o 
La Judgment of Equal:, .i4 by A,, of FT 

ust to be a Funde Furt of oyr Cevemtent And 


fe Chief Juſtice Cock is. generally, aſt6ema'd areut O. 

28 wathof L es —— Place preſemt you with 
„ his judgment upon the whole Matter. 
3. Theſe Fundamentals we me by in Repreſen, 
S tate, which were the Reſult 300 Agreement f -Exy/ifh 


Fremen individually, the ancienter Ties not: jbe ing nc» 
ue,  "goainted with Repreſcntatives ;. for theu the Pree web 
iet itheir own Perſons : In all the Sexers Story ur: 
no Mention of any ſuch Thing ; for iz wgs the X, I 
_ Free-mer, the Elders and Hu I —.— the Comm el 
of Winto!, in 855. is reported 3Þ have been preſent 2 
Ll.Sax Lam. Ge cn File . and . FNIE MULTI- 
Concil. Brit. TUDE F eber feichful People. Alfa that King bra, the 
316. Ingulph. nn Council of the Elders & P OPLE of the WHOLE 
Kingdom. It is not to be doubted but this continued after 
the Norman Times; and that at Gaming Mead by Stunes, 
the Free-men of England were perſenaliy greſen : the Cen- 
fSrmarien of that great Char. or, ia tas Reign of King my : 
uy 


1 7 * 
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42 
But as the Ages grew more human, with reſpect to Villain 
and Retainers, and the Number of Free-ingn encreaſed, 
there was a Neceſſity for a & epreſent«tive, eech face 
Fundamentals were long ago agreed * — and thoſe Ca- 
tal Priviledges put out of the Reach and Power of any 
firrle Number of Men to endanger : And ſo careful were p,, Parl. 13 
their Repre ſentatives in the time of Edward the Third, of Ed z. u. 8. 
ſuſſaring their Libe rties and free Com to be infring'd,that CA luſt. 
in Matters of extraordinary _— they would not Aner- fol. n.34. | 
mine, till they had fir ft rtturn'dand confirr'd with their ſe 
wveral Counties ar Burroughs that deli gad them, 


Several Authorities is Confirmation of the Reaſons, 


X . } } . . | 
$0 indubirably are theſe Fiindamentals.ihe Preples Rights + *.. | 


and ſo neceſſary to be preſerved, that Kings have ſucceſſi- **. 
vely known no other /«fe or N — their Crown praambl. g. 
Dognicy, then their ſolemn Obligation uivivlebly to man. 


tain them, So ſacred were they reputed in the Dayevof - . | 
Htwry the 3d, that got to continue or were Hm. 3. 
| to affront God, and damn the Souls of his Progenizors and \\ 
Succeſſors; te Depreſs the Church, and Der the 25 
Realm That the Great Charter camprebenſove of tum | 
ſhonld be Ad a; the common Law of the , by al 42.Ed,3.C.1 
Officers of Puſtice ;, that is the lawſul Inheritance of af Rer. Pari. 19 
Commoners : That all Srarxte- Laws or Judgments vb. Eaw.F0,10 
ever, made in Oppoſition theyeunto, ſhould be nall and voids 17. 
That all the Munſfters of Stats and Officers of the Realm, 
ſhould con ſtantiy be ſworn to the Ol ſervation thereof : and 
OD deeply did ter: Parliaments reverence it, and ſo care Cook,t;Inft. 
ful were they to preſerve it, that they both confirni d it by f. 8 1. 
32, leveral Act, and enacted Copies to be taten and Cook, A. laſt. 
lodg d in each Cat hu dral of the Realm, te be read four times f. $25. 126. 
„% Tear publickly before the People, as if they would have/25. dw. 1. 
them more oblig d to their /iuceſters for redeeming adac. 3. 
rran'mitting thoſe r:vi4ed, es, then for begetting them: 28. Eder. i; 
an that Twice ex y Tear the Fiſhops, at parel d in their x. i. 2 N 
F'onti! cls, wi » Tap r urns, and cticr Solemnities 25. Edw. 1. 
Ch ſhould c. 4. 


1. c. t 


* 
dr were es — — — 


hs - 
e's 


of ee 
ith the 


5 fad :-.- Side 

8 the greater Excommuntcation againſt i he Infringers 
eat Charter 9 r z for io 
Statute. I ſhall for further Satisfaction, repeat the Ex- 
c e or Carfe, pronounced both in the dayes of Henry 
the Third, and Ednerd the Ff. 


.The Sentence of the Carſe given by the Biftops, with the King's 


give 
Seen, aqdinff the Breakers of the Great Charter- 


+ 


t. Weſtxinſter, in the 

ace, and by the Conſent of the Lord Henn, by 

the Grace of God King of England, and the Lord Rich- 
ad, Ear) of Corywd, his Brother; Roger Bigot, Earl 
of Norfolk,” Marſhal of England; Humphry, Earl of He- 
reford, Henry, Earl of Oxford, 2 Earl Warren; 
and other Eſtates of the Realm of England; We Boni- 
face, by the Mercy, of God, Arch. Biſhop of Canterbwry, 
Primate of England; F. of Lenden, H. of EH, S. of 
Worcefter, E. of Lincoln, W. of Norwich, T. of Here- 
ford,” n. of Salubom, M. of Durham, R. of Excefler, . 
ef Carlile, W. of Bub, E. of Rocheſter, 7. of yt. Davids, 
Biſhops, apparell'd in Pontificials, with Tapers burning, 


1 the year of oar Lord 1253. the third day of May, 
in the great Hall of the King 


againſt the Breakers of the Churches Libertics, and of 


the. Liberties and other Cuſtoms of this Realm of 
England, and namely theſe which are contained in the 
Charter of the Comme Liberties of England, and Char- 
zer of the Forreff, have denounced Sentence of Excem- 
mecicaion in this Form, By the Authorizy of Almighty 
God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, &c, 
of the bleſſed Apoſtle Peter and Paul, and of all Apoſtles 
and of all Martyrs, of bleſſed Fdw. King of England, and 
fall the Saints of Heaven, We Excommunicate and 


Accurſ. 


0 — 
_— - 


(27) w ; 
Atcurſc, and from the Benefi of our Holy Mother, the - 5 
Church, we ſequeſter all choſe that hereafter willingly. ' 
and maliciouſly deprive or ſpoil the Church of lur Right, | 
and all thoſe that by any Craft or Willingneſs, do vio- 
late, break, diminiſh, or change the Churches Liber- 
ties and free Cuſtoms, contained in the chæters of the 
Common Liberties, and of the Forreſt, granted by our Lord - 
the King, to Arch- Biſhops, Biſhops, and other Prelates 
of England, and likewiſe to the Earls, Barons, Knights 
and other Free - holders of the Realm; and all that ſe- | 
cretly and openly, by Deed, Word or Counſel do make | 
Statutes, or obſerve thein being made, and that bring © 


mn 


in Cuſtoms'to keep them, when they be brought in, 4. 
gainſt the ſaid Liberties, or any of them, and all thoſe 1 
that ſhall preſame to judge againſt them; and all and e- 1 
very ſuch Perſon beſore-mention'd, that wirtiogly ſhall 


commit any — of the Premiſes, let them well know. 
that they incur the afore ſaid Sentence, ipſofafFe. - 


The Sentence of the Clergy azainff the Breakers of the Articles 
above. mentioned, 


N the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 2 
| Ghoſt, Ame: Whereas our Sovetaign Lord the 

King, tothe Honour of God, and of holy Church, and . 
for the common Profit of the Realm, hath granted for 

him and his Heirs forever theſe Articles above-written, 

Robert Arch. Biſhop of Canterbury, Primate of all England, '. 

admoniſhed all hi; Province once, twice and thrice, 

becauſe that Shortneſs will not ſuffer ſo much delay as to 

give Knowledge to all the People of England, of theſe 

Preſents in writing: We thereſore enjoyn all Perſons, | 


of what Eſtate ever thepbe, that they, andevery of | | 
chem | 


„„ U 


— — — — — 


go abont᷑ it, by Word or Deed, opeuly or pri vily, by any 


— 


— —- — — 
— — — —ů— — : 7*9ͤb—t̃m 


4 28) | 
them, as much 28 in them is, (hall uphold and maintain 


theſe Articles granted by our Soverazgn Lord the King, 


ia all Ptints And all choſe chat in any Point do refift or 


break, ot in any manner herealter Procure, Counſel, or in 
any wiſe Aſſent to Teſtiſie or Break thoſe Ocdinances;or 


manner of Pretence or Colour we, the atgreſaid 
Biſhop, by our Authority in this — ed, do 
Excommunicate ald Accurſe, and um thoBody of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and from all the Company of Hea- 
ven, and from all the Sac tainents of Holy Church do fe- 
queſtex and exclude, . ' \ 18 


rech- 


We may hexe ſee, that in the obſcureſt Time of I cpery they were 
not leſt without a Sence of Juſtice; and the Papiſſi, whom man 
think no Friends to Liberty and Property, — dreadful Penal- 
ties injoyn an inviolable Obſervance of this great Charter, by which 
theyare confirm d. And though lam no Raman Certbolick, and as lit- 
tle value their other Curſes pronounc d upon Religious Difſenters, 
yet l declare — would not for the World incur this Cur'e 
as every Man deſervedly doth, that offers Violence to the Funda- 
mental Freedoms thereby repeated and cenfirmed : And that any 
Church or Church Officers in our Age, ſhould have ſo little Reve- 
rence to Law, Excommunication or Curſe, as to be the Men that 
either vote or countenance ſuch Severitics, as bid Defiance to the 
Curſe, and tend this memorable Charter in pieces, by diſſeizing 
Free min of England ot their Freeholds, Libertics and Properties, 
meerly for the Inoſſenſive Exerciſe of their Conſcience to God, 
in Matter of M orſhip, is a Civil ſort of Sac1:/:dge, 


I Knowit is uſually objected, That a ereat Part of rh Charter | 


is ſpent on the Bkalf of the Roman Church, and ether Tins now 
«boliſht ; and if one [art of the artet Charter muy ve rep. ald or Gag » 
validated, why not the other? 

To'which Lanſwer; This renders nothiag tut is Fardemtntal 
inthe Charter the leſs valuable; for they do not aud upon the 
Legs of char Act, though it was made in Hon 57 of them, but 
the Angent and primane Iiſtuntion of th: Tino dum Wit e- 

FLU 


tion of Right were repeat de groar Charter ere never the e 
in Force, it being not the the Original E ubliſtment, but a Det las- 
ien and Confirmation of that Eſtabliſhment: But thoſe Tang 
that are abrogable or abrogated ia the great Charter, were never 
a Part of Fundamentals, but hedg d in then for preſem Emet- 
gency ot Conveniency. Beſides, that which have hitherto muin- 
taincd to be the Common and Fundamental Law of che Land, is fo 
reputed, and further ratified by the Petition of Right, 3 Car. 1. 
which was long ſince the Charch of Rome loſt her Share in the C 
— . 28 — yap- i 2 ip, bur 
Temporaliztes only; the Civil Intereſt or Propriety o | 
But with hat Pretzaceto Mercy or Juſtice, ca the. Fre 
 Charch null the Remſh, that ſhe may retuin the Fug 

—— Kenney and yet now eancel the Et H 
ſelf to every free-born Engi:fh Man that will not conν to Her Þ 
But no mote of this at this Time; only give me leave ts remind. 
- Sort of active Men in our Times, that the cruel Infri of 
the Peoples — and Violaters, — eons did 
not eſcape wit bare Excammunicetions und C 
the — Fitgm our Ance ſtors bad . — — 
and deep Soll ci ude to preſerve them from the Dęſacingioſ Time, 
or Uſurpation of Power that King Alfred end 40 gert 
warping form the ancient Laws of the Realm. Aubert d 8nrgo, 
Chief Juſtice of Eng land in the Time of Edw 1. — 
his Peers in open Parliament for adviſmg the King againſt the Orea 
Charter, Thus Spencert, both Father and Son for -v41+ 
Rule and Fut Connſel to EA. 2. exiled the Realm, . 
b tter Succeſs had the Actions of Treſil.an & Belknap And 24%” * 
F mpſon and Dudley, though Perſons of ſome (va'ity in the June 
of King Henry the 7th, t e moſt ignominious Death of out Cong · 
try, ſuch a belongs to Theſ and Murder, was farce Satisſa d%ο 
enough to the Kingdom ſor their Ie gal Courtes. .. hal chuſſe to · 
deliver it in the Words of Chief Juſtice Co.k, a Many, whoſe Lrats 7 
Ring in Law hath not withovt Reaſon obtained a venerable Charge + 
iter of our Eg. Nation 

© There was (faith be an at of Parliament, made the 13th Leas 
of King Her,” which. ad a fair flattering Preamble,pretending $6 + 
*avoid civers M. ſchiefs, v hich were (1 ft) Torke high © [pic H 

| _ 


— — 


* | 90} ©- : 
> "Abnbry God (2dly) The great Let of the Common Law. And 
(34ly) The great Let of the Wealth of this Land. And the Purven 
© of that Act, tended in the Execution contrary, EX DIAMETRO, 
*vix. Tocbe high Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, and the great Let 
e the unter Subverſien of the Common Law, and the great Let 
t; the Wealth of this Land, ns hereaſter ſhall appear; the Sub- 

* ©Rance:of which Act follows in theſe Words. 


"fe from thence forth, as well Fuſtices of Aſfæe, Fa. 
fits of the Peace, in cer County upon Information for 
+ the King, before them nde without any Finding or Pre- 
ſeutment by Twelve Men, ſbal bave full Power and Autbe. 
+ rity, by their Diſcretion z aull to bear and determine all Offences, 
a Rivis,anlewſul 1fſcmblics, cc. committed and done againſt 
uad Siam made, and net repeal d, Or 


y Pretext of this Law Empfon and Dudley did commit 
+ £-ppoa- the Subjects infuſſerable Preſſure and Oppreſſions; and 
d © therefore this Statute was juſtly, ſoon after the Neccaſe of Hen,7 . 
vY - at tho next P. nt, by the Statute of 1 Hen. 8. 
. A... thous + 

« © ff good Cavent to Parliamemts,to leave all Canſes to be meaſur d 
+ © by es Goldin anil Sirnid: Metwand of the Law, and not to the in- 

* ©oertain and crooked Cord of Diſcretion, 
elt is almoſt incredible to foreſer,, when any Maxim, or Fun- 
At Law of this Realm is altered as elſewhere hath been ob. 


us what Incanveniencits de fal; which moſt 
. expe appear yt MOST UNJUST and ſtrange Act of 
. a che 11 Her. 7. For _ not only Empſon and Dudley 


themſelves, but fuch Juſtices of Peace (Corrupt Men) as they 

© cauſed to 2 _ — —— and _ Op- 
_ » © reelons& Exationsgrindin aces of the poor Subjects b 

+ 6 x (be they never — or unfit for the Time) — 

i r or Tryal by Jury, be- 


AE 


c 
46 
6 


-RIGHT of the Subject; but to hoar 
| by their Diſcretions, infliting ſuch Pe. 

- *alty as the Senne not repealed; impoſed, Theſt, and other like 
* Oppreſſions, 


| (31) 3 
Oppreſſions and Exactions by the Means of Empſon and Dudley, 
« and their Inſtruments, brought infinite Treaſure to theKing's Col- 
© fers, whereof the King b imſelf, at the End, with GREAT 
GRIEF and COMPUNCTION' REPENTED, #s 
© in anether Place we have obſerv'd, 5 

This Statute ofthe 1 1th of Hen. 7. we have recited, ind ſhew- 
ed the juſt Inconveniencicstheepof, to the End that the like ſhould 
NEVER hereafter be attempted in any Court of Parliament ; 
and that others might avoid the FEARFUL END of thoſe two 
© Time-Servers, Empſowand Dullley, Qui corum veftigius infiftams 
© exitns per borreſcant. | 

lam ſure, there is nothing I have offer d in Defence of Eli 
Law. Doctrine, that riſcth higher then the Ju and 
of this great Man, the Preſervation and Publication of whole En- 
deavours became the Care of a great Parliament. And it is ſaid of 
ao inconſiderable Layer, e ſhould thus expreſs himſelf in 
our Occaſion, viz. The Lam of England were never rhe Dictates 
of any C onqueror's Sword; or thi Placitaof any King of this Nation ; 
2 Chaith he) te ſj R freely, the Reſwlts of any Parli- 


ament that ever fare in tins "= 

Thus much of the Nature of Engliſh Rights, and the Reeſe and 
Fuftice of their inviolable Maintenance. I ſhall now offer ſome more 
general Conſi derations for the Preſervation of Property, and hint at 
ſome of thoſe Miſchiefs that follow ſpoiling it for Conſcience lake, 
both to Prince and People, 

1. The Reaſon of the alteration of any Law, ought tobe the 
Diſcommodity of Continuing it; but there can never beſo much 
as the leaſt [nconveniency in continuing of Liberty and Property ; 
therefore there can be no juſt Ground for wfringang, muck leſs «þ- 
rovating the Law that gives and ſecures them. 0 

2. No Man in tneſe Parts is born Slave to another; neither hath 
one Right to inherit the Sweat of the others Brow, or reap the Be- 
nefit of the others Labours, but by Conſent; iherefate uo Man 
ſhould be deprived of Property, unlefs he injure another Man's. 

3. But certainly, nothing is more unreaſonable then to ſheriſice 
the Liberty ang Property of any Man being his Natzrel nd Cru 
Riz hes) for Religion, where he is not found breaking any Law rela- 
ting to Natural & Civil Things, &cigg ton, ander any Modification is 

d 


0 


— 


N Aﬀairs of 


.(.32 
no Part of tae old Engle ſh 7rvermment; Hontſtc vivere, alterunt non 
ledere, jus ſuum cuiq; tribuere, are euough to. entitle every Na- 
tive to Engliſh Priviledges: A Man may be a very good Engliſh 


- Man, ang yet a very indifferent Church. m Nigh 305. Years 


before Auſpine fet his Foot on Exgliſb Ground, bed the Inhabitants 
of this Iſland a free Government. It is Want of diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween It and the Melis of Religion, which nlls every Clamorous 
Mouth with ſuch impertinent . as tbis ; Why ds not you ſub- 


Wit te the Government 2. as if the Engl:ſb Civil Government came 


in with Luther, or were to ga out with Calvin: What Prejudice 
is for a Pop/ſh Landlord to have a Proteſtant Tennant or a Preſ. 
byterian Tenzant to. have a. Proteſtant Landiord? Certainly, thc 

I Govern ments in$he World may be peaceably 
tranſac ed under the different Trims of Religion, where Civil Right: 
are inviolably obſerv d. Nor is there any lutereſt ſo inconſiſtent 
with 'Prace and Unity, as that which date not ſolely rely upon the 
Power ol Perfwaft n, but affects Superiorit;, auchimpatient iy ſeeks 
after an Karthly Conn: This i: not to act the Chriſtian, but the 


Ceſar; not to promote Propcriy, but. Party, and make a Nauion 


Drudges to a Set, Be it known to ſych Narrow Spirits, we ate a 
Free People by the Creation of God, the Redemption of Chriſt and 


'. careful Proviſion of our ( never to be forgotten) honourable Ance 
- Rors : So that our Claim to theſe EN Vivi edges tiling higher 


then the Date of Preteſt ancy, an nevet juſtly be invalilated fur any 
.Non-conformity to it This were to looſe by the Retognation, which 
God forbid , I am {ure 'twas to e»joy Property with Conkkirnee that 


- 'promoted it: Nor is there any better Definition of Froteftancy,therr 


arefting againſt Spouling Property for C onſciei ce. 1 muſt therefore 
— Leave to ay, hn | know not how to reconcile what a Gre:t 


Man lately deliver'd inhis Eloquent Hcran, ue to the 1loufe of 
Lords : His Words arc theſe, 


© For when we conſider Religion in Pa. liament we are ſuppoſed 


 ©toconfider it as a Parliament ſhovid do, and as Parliaments in 


© all Ages have done, that is, as it is a Part of our Laws, a Part, 
© and a neceſſary Part of our Government: For as it works upon 
© the Conſcience, as it is an l N WARD PRINCIPLEofthe 
«DIVINE LIFE, by which good Men do govern all their Actions, 


_—_— 
- 


etch wth 


r it, it is 
© to another kind of Commiſkon, - EEA 


[ acpuieſce inthe latter Part of ths D a wah 


Md Rebel 

— TO — . \ 
eit; v to agree it 

rance v for ifthe . 


— it ſelf, — — 


ple of Divine . 
ſuch, it belongs not tothe C: 
ſubmiſſion 
them to have to do wich; — 
ion, and leſi doth ſuch a Farmatiry. deſerv 
uch Circumſtances are no neceffary Part of 
that can't reaſonably be reputed e ponds Part 
dare believe, that —— great a 
to repute that 4 Part eur Lang, 4 
our G ever ment that is — +Partof Rely 
une f riac ie mor yet ti . 
the Government was 
without it, and bath naygr 


troubleſome Inter ruptions, then fince 
22 fa ofthe 1 1 5 Goyermmeat 3 a olGooThers 
bid it in the Hearts of our Superiour s, tha 1 
— of their Civil Inberu ance for — 


_ — Derne Pr N eg To. 
Eng liſb uf public eritys i aim that ä 
eee CommenLawarehans rn 


4. 1t Liberty and Property muſt be the RI 4 
for Nyn cot formity to the Prince's Religion, t 


Religzon ſhall only be lov'd as the next beſt Acceſſion 30. ,c 
Mens Eſtates, and the Prince perpervellyprovonketa * 
ny of his Inoffenſive People to Beggary, ' * TS 
J. It is ourSuperiours Inte re ſt, hat Propeity be 12 — 
cauſe it is their own Caſe : None have more Property then 
ſelves, But if Prep y:y b e expoſed for Rel, ien, 4hg Civil 2 
fire te ex poſeth bat} his Cor:ſc:ence and is Trepe: ty ta che Gb 
ind di;arms himfclfot all AY: uce pon an Alteration of 


- LY 
= 
WP 


*M 


eat. Tut is for ae We at the Frelate's FH tand 
the Scars to ſuſſer t ſelis to be rid by the Char cb. Z 
6. It obſtructs all J-provemenr of Lund and Trade; for who will 


labsur that hath no Fefe or Rath it expoſed to an unreaſonable - 


Sort of Men forthe bire Exerciſe of his Conſcience to God, und - 


——— a Rich and Powerful Prince. Hea - 


ven in Heaven to Good aud Wife Alen, beranſe they have as 


Eternal j brei. c . 
his Sort of Procedure hicherto d to the behalf 
of puts che whole Nation upon miſerable Uacerrainties 
thatarefoltow'd with great Diſquizts and Diftrettions, which cer- 
tainly it is the Intereſt of all Governments to — Reigns 
of Henry 8, Edw. 6. Fo and ©. Elix. with relation to 
the age softhe firft; and the Relorvonr Revi, of tha reit, 


2 — nd aſumes ithimſelf 

the Pope's Supremacy, and affumes ithimſelf, 
Q. Mary bis by bs fir Wiſe Karharine,repeals all thoſe 
As made fince the 12th of Henry 8. in Disfavour of the Pope; 
Outta taken on both ſides to maintain choſe Laws, Edw. 6. enacts 


Proteſt avcy with an Our h to maintain it. 1 Q. Mary, c. 1. This is | 
; Popery y teſtored, und an inſore d to de- 
fend it. Comes Q. Elizabeth and repeals that Law, calls back Pr.. 


teſfancy, ordaims a new Ob to un- Ob, N. Mary's O 4th. and all this 
under the Penalty of looking EH, Liberty and ſometimes Life it 


' ſelf; which Thouſands to avoid. lamentably perjur'd themſelves 


ſour or five times over within the ſpace ol 20, Years: in v hich 2 

the Clersy tranſcended, not an Hygdred for every Thou ſand bet 
leſt their Principles for their Pariſen. Thus hath Conſcie ace been 
debaucht by Force, and Property toſs d up and down by the impe · 
tuous Blaſts of. gnorant Zeal, or ſiciſter Deſign, 

8. Where Liberty & Property ate violated there muſt aluaycs 
be u State of Force ; And (though I pray God that we never aeed 
thoſe Cruel Remedies, .whoſe Calamitous Effects we have too 
lately felr } yet certainly, S EL F-Preſervation i of all Things 
deareſt to Men, inſomuch, that being conſcious to themſelves . 
of not having done aa ill thing to defend their 1 orftited Privi- 
ledger, they cheerfully hazard all they have in this Werld , ſo 
frrancely vindifFive are the Sons of Men in M1 ntenance of their 


Rights : And ſuch are the Cares, Fears, Doubt and a" 
Ot, 


r 

e lie ide, as reader Kappe a Stover); apd Besten | 

— ä ů —— — 
ter Cheerfuln ö Security Hegour to any Prove, - 
then ruling by Law ; for it is both s Conjunftiad of Fu wu 
Power, and uttracis Love, as well as it 
Give me Leave without «ny Offence, for I have 

in my own Canſcience, I intend nothing but a reſpectſul Caution 
to my Saper:our3, toconfirm this Reaſon with the and 
Example of other Times. The Governovrs of the leans held 

ſtrict Hand over the People, they being in Deſpair, call'd-in the 
rr e 

ſharp Bondage of their Natural k F | 


— 
* 


_ 22 —— a — — 
g greater Miſeries,  Arbenianrdetiver'd * 
themſelves fromthe Spartan Yoak. i 


Nor is there any 


in 
— ' 


1 
LY 


% 


the - 
che 


5 , and wiſht them to provide ſor 
the ir oven Safety. | | 
N. Aaki.ruch, in his Diſcourſes vpon Þ iv, p. 542. tells us, 
that . 


— — — 
— 
— — 


5 - (36) 
hat one Act of * was of more Foreo with the Conquer d 
wh then —— ach of Hoſtility ; which makes good 
2 Seneca, Aist imperants meliust paretur, They are 
- beſt obgyed that Ama. STA} I 
9. And lefthy, It theſe ancient Fundamental Laws, ſo agreeable 
with Nauares ſo ſuited to tue Diſpoſition of our Nation, ſo often 
defended with Bleod and T. reaſure, ſo carefully and frequently ra- 
tied, -ſhalknot be to our great Pi lots, as Stars or Compaſs for 
them'ts Geer the-Veſſelof this Kingdom by, or Linti to their 
Leg6/\41140;'n9 Man can tell how long he ſhall be ſecafe of bisCoar , 
enjoy bis Henjr, have Bread to give bis Children, Liberty to work, 
for Bread, and Life to ca it: Truly, this is to Juſtifie what we 
 Condemwin Cop ia bgliks; It is one of out main Object ont, that 
e erte ume dee, of offering. Prople wher is Relighon, 
thireby donging eacheLibeity of walkang by che Ruler.of their own 
Reaſon, or Precepts of Holy Writ,, To which we oppoſe. both: 
We {89,-the Cha is tytd to act nothing contrary to Reaſon; 
ami chat — writ is the — — Law of — to 
maintain, bid not to uſur p which, power is given to the true 
Church: Now let A this Argument to our Civil affaire 
and it vill certainly end i a reaſonablẽ Limit at ian of or 'Legiſta: 
teu, Mut they ſhould not impoſe that upon our underſtandings, 
which is incenſiſten: with them to embrace; nor offer any the leaſt 
violation upon the Fundamental Law of the Land, from whence 
they devive their Potver;to prodper ſuch Attempts : Do the Ro. 
mae ſay, Reli len the Chareh Belit ten; do not the Pre 
ſtartes amd wich isharder, Legi ſlator- ſay ſo too? Do we ſay. 
to the Rominiſts, at t is rate; Torr Obed.eace is blis d, and hour Jg 
norarte is the Mother of Devotion; ls it not alſo true vf our ſelves? 
Do ve object to them, This makes your Religion find a7 the Ri. 
ve g bing 1a D., end another te morrer, any Tong te Church 
ſaith an dh Not not our oa n Caſe ſubmit us to the ſi V ariati- 
on in Civils > MHavt᷑ we not long told them, chat un der Prerence of 
46 the Church, and not controling. her Payer, ſbe hath raiſed 


2 incemſiſte nt with that Foundation ſh preter:cs to 


bund ue? Abd are net we the Men in Crvilsthat make our gie rd 
Priviledges to depend upon Aden, not Laws, as ſhe doth 1'j on 
Copel, not Seripturcꝰ If this be not Popery in Tempotalo, wha: If, 
27152 4? 


__ not ox 


* % - 


[T5 
It is humbl —— thole Sapericars, | 
them to conſi „ ul 
their Proceedings z and remember, that in zh 
ons, it was not to define, reſolve and 1 
and ſacrifice Cui — —— for it ; but, 
*  -Properies, according to the al Ls 
A on leparndd eee aue onſulent 


reſervative of thoſe Fundam 
— ref ber e e EY 
been neither, Auer 2 2 - 


. wrenr i; no real "rt 
the eras Ears Kane "Fe 


table Property dm Oy 
2 AT yed ; 
3 For, where 


nf raumdp ec 
3 
ter poſes, and makes equiſite to enjoy vert 


belongs to the Nature of Pregeriy; — the Reaſon of cr Cf fo 


*;, 
formity t to Gharch-Lav; 
for 4i53h Alterations 97 
to trip up & ſu g Fin 
Protection not to the Civ 
the C kun h be my Friend a 
a u made het Frey; Let 4 
my Horſes, 2 Sheep C 
next ; DF. 5 en Co A 1 8 
peaceable P.ſſinter: Tbia is that an Thing 3? 
ery; pleaſe to weigh it. in the equal 1 Deing at * 
2 Let thoſe Common Law: that fix a0 peeve 
the Rule and Standard. Make — eos. s Rig | 
as Engliſh Church & & hes Dilin emp 
let not Men foultaia Ci vil A Fee 
for Sins againſt the ancient eſtabliſtit Civil G 20 1 
the Natures of acts and Rewards may not be confounded 
the Civ Alag iſtrate preſerve Lam, t his Civil 
Empire, and make hiimſelf Zelov'd of E 2 fþ Men, u 
and the Cry of whoſe Laws has ever bens. Prope 
* they Opinton, Cr: ' Rig bt net concerned 955 Zech 55 
pine, ner fo, feitablefor At lis gien N: 1 Cor; fot ity... 


4p | (38) 
Dt an inviolable Preſervation of Enghfo Rights of all 
beſt ſecurethto our Sxperionrs the Love mace of the 


| things 

bw. z yet there is fomething further, that with Submiſſion I offer 
0 —— which in the ſecond place concerns 
their Inrereſt, and the Peoples Felicity; and that is their Diſcord 


— — x — — Y, 
A ich may return to the great Quiet, 
Honour and ofthe Kingdom. 


| II. Our SUPERIOURS gover ing 
+. - themſelves yo 42 BALLANCE, as 
near as may be, towards the ſeveral Re- 


ligiou INTERESTS. 


| O perform my part ia this Point, I ſhall not at this time 
„ rake it my Buſineſs to manifeſt the Incon ſiſtency that there 
is between the Chriffien Religion, und a fore'd Unifermity;, not 
only becauf it bu been ſo often and excellently done by Men of 
5 * Wit, Learning and Coafcience, and that I have elſe where large · 
b ly deliver d my Senſe about it; but becauſe Every free and impay- 
; tial Temper hath of a long time obſerv'd, that ſuch Barbareus Ar. 
| tempts were ſo far from _ indolg'd,that they were moſt ſevere- 
| ly prohibited by Chriſt bimjelf, who inſtructed his Diſciples, to /ove 
: their Enemies, not to perſecute their Friends for every Difference 
in Opinion; That the Tares ſhould grow with the heat; That 
| his Kingdom is of this World; That Faith is the Gift of God, That 
| the , and Underſtanding of Men are Faculties not to be workt 
7 upon by Corporal Penaliics ; That TRUTH is aff ſufficient to 
1 her own Relief; That ERROR «14d ANGER go together; 
| 1 That b. Ceys only ſtands in need of /mpeſition to make it current, 
| 

| 


but that Trae eral paſſeth for its own intrinkick /alue , with a 
great deal more of that Nature: I ſhall therefore chu'e to oppoſe 
my ſelf at this time to any ſuch Severity upon meer Pruderee 
chat ſuch as have No Religion, and certainly [hey thut pte fr 
'* Religion, have a5 little ar necdto be, may be induc'd to To crale 
| " THEM that baxe, 
Fir, 


— — 7; * — — — — 


—́—T———6ũᷓ̃ à ↄß—— OOO — — 
* — — 


| ene 
Firſt, However adviſable it may be io the Judgment of ſame 
wiſe Men, to prevent, even by Force, the ariſiag of any New 
.Opimions, where a Kingdom is univerſally of anot Minds 2 
ſpecially if it be odious to the Feople, and inconkiſteat with the 
Intereſt of the Government; it cantot be ſo, where a | 

is of many Minds, unleſs ſome One Party have the Wi 
Wealth, Number, Sober Life, Induſtry and Reſolution of 1 
ſide; which 1 am ſure is not te be found in Englardz, ſo hes the 
Wind hath plainly ſhifted its Corner, and coaſequemtly dbliges 
to another Courſe; I mean England's Circumtances are great- 
ly ch and they require ve Expedients, and other farts 
of Applications, Phyſicians v Medicizes 
the Revolution and Commixture of. Diſtempe 
— the Government 5 — . 
(ſuppoſing them once apt, which Cruelty in this Caſe never was) - 
are not Friends to its Intereſt, whatever they may be to their 
own. If ourSnp:riozrs ſhould make it their Bulineſs to 


* 


— 


One Party, as to depreſs the ref they inſecure 5 
making * Friends to be their Eacmles, EY 


one anothers. To be ſure it cteateth 
advanced, and thoie 


that would break the Be#axce, the keepin 
to make evety Patty to owe its Tranqui a 
and Goodneſs, which will never fail of Returns of Love and 
Loyalty; for fince we ſee each Intereſt looks jealouſly upon 
tte other, tis re#ſonableto believe, they had rather. the Domi 
nion ſhou'd lodge where it is, while univerſally impertial in their 
Judgment, then to truſt it with any one fort of themſelves. 
Many inquiſitive Men into humane Affairs, have thought, har 
the Concord of Diſcords hath not been the infirmeſt Baks Goe 
vernment can riſe or ſtand upon: It hath been obſerved, that 
lo 5 Sedition and Diſturbance attended Hannibal i Amy,. that 
B conſiſted 


3K 4 ao w = 
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(40Y 
confiſted of many Nations, aud. Roman Legions, that were 
of one People; It is marvelous, how the Wiſdom of that Gene- 
ral ſecured them to his Deſigns : Livy ſaith, that his Army for 
© Thirteen Years, that they roaved up and down the Reman Em- 
© pire, made up of many Countries, divers Languages, Laws, 
* Cuſtoms, Religions, under all their Succeſſes of War and 
© Peace, never Autined: Malvetty as well as Livy, aſſcribes it to 
that Variety, well mannaged by the General. By the like Pru- 
dence Jovianu and Theedoſins Magnus brought Tranquility to 
their Empire, after much Rage and Blood for Religion. In Nature 
we alto ſee, all Heat conſumes, all Cold kills; that three Degrees 
of Cold, to two of Heat, allay the Heat; but introduce the 
Contrary Quality, and over-cool by a Degree ; but two Des 
grees of Cold to two of Heat, make aPoyz in Elements, and a 
Ballance in Nature. The like in Families: It is not probable, 
that a Maſter ſhould have his Work ſo well done, at leaſt with that 
Love and Reſpect, who continually ſmiles upon one Servant, 


and ſeverely frowns upon all the reſt ; onthe contrary, tis apt to 


Feud amongſt Servants,and turn Duty into Revenge, at leaſt 
Contempt, In fine : It is to make our Superiovr: Dominjon leſs | 
— made it; and to blind their Eyes, ſtop their. Ears and 
ſhut up their Breaſts from beholding the Miſeries, hearing the 
Cries, and redreiſing the Grievances of a vaſt number of People, 
under their Charge, vext in this World for their Belief,and inoffen- 
hve Practice about the next. 


Secondly, It is the Intereſt of Governours to be put upon no 


Thankleſs Offices, that is, to blow no Coales in their own Country 
(eſpectally when it is to conſume their People, and it may be, 
themſelves too) not to be the Cat Foot, not to make Work for 
themſelves, or fill their own Hands with Trouble, or the Kingdom 
with Complaints: It is to forbid them the Uſe of Clemency,where- 
in they ought moſt of all to imitate God Almighty, whoſe Mercy is 
above all bis Works ;, and renders them a fort of Extortioners to 
the People, the moſt remote from the End and Goodneſs of their 
Office. In ſhort ; It is the beſt Receipt that their Enemies can give, 
to make them uneaſie to the Country. | 
Thirdly, 


— 


an 1 Wh: den 
Thirdly, It not only makes them Enemics, but there is no ſuch 
Excitement to Revenge, as a rap'd-Cenſcience : He that hah 
been — to — his — to 15 ye 
muſt have a great ſhare of Mer  denyal to. ſorgive 
Injury, and forbid himſelf the Vieature of Retribution uy 8 
2 : For — DN Cale ondermabe of 
is here lookt upon by tos many next way to their Ex 
onal inchemfeives, Act eng, Aomjubibable wh thowy fo 
onal in themſclves, erty it unjuſti ich them; 
this is a Xfexim with Sufferers, Whoever is in the Wrong, the 
Per ſecuter is never in the Right; Men, not conſcious to themielyes 
of Evil, and harſhly treated, nos only reſent it unkiadly, but are 


— —— — 


Feurthly, Sappole the Prince, by his Sexerkty, canquernaay 
iato a — he can upon r . 
ſelf of their Fidelity - whom be hath taugheto be Treacherous to 
their own Convictions, Wiſe Men rarely confide in thoſe whom 


they have debaucht from Truſt, to ſerve beſtic re». 
ſembleth but 1 that ſeldom tothe 
Parties. In ſhort : Force m H 


that makes Converts, 22 vg nov * 


Fiſ:bly, This Partiality, offacrificiag ibe Liberty aul Nes 


erty of all Diſſenters, to the Promotion of « ſingle Party, a 
leis he lively Repreſemation of ]. rot nk Fes. 4 
tum of Predeſtination, ſo the Conſequences of the due 
unto the other, it being but that IH. natured Pri fed 
Men are put upon the deſſ 


probated to all Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Intents im Rurpoſes. 
Strange! that men muſt either Deny their Faith and Reaſon, or 
be deſtroyed for acting according to them, be they otherwiſe 
never ſo Peaceable. What Power is this? But chat men are to 
be protected upon Favour, not Right or Merit and that Me. 
rit out of the EAI Church-Nreſs ſhould find Acceptance, is 

̃ B 2 ſevere 


they mult be re- 


— A 1 —— — 


PPT "14008 - 5 
ſevere, That Father we juſtly blame, that narrows his Paternal 
Love to ſome one of his Children, tough the reſt be not one 
lot lefs Virtuous then the Favouriter: Such 11nju'tice can never 


flow from-a Soul ated by Reaſon; but a Mind governed by Fan. 


cy, and exflaved to Paſſions, 


Sixthly, Canſider-Peace, Plenty and Safety, the three grand In- 


ducements to x Comer to bonoxy the Prince, and /ove.the Go 
verament;. and the beſt Allprements to Forreigners to trade with 
and tran: port them/elves to it, are utterly loſt by fuch lnteſtine 
Jars; for inſtead of Peace, Love and good Neighbourhood, be. 


2 Belag oſity and Conteſt! One Neighbour watcheth another, 


and makes him an Off: nder for his Conſcience; this divides them, 


: Heir Families and Acquaintance : Perhaps with them, the Towns 


and Vi'lages where they live, moſt eommonly the S. Hi rer hath 


+ . the Pity, and the Perſecntorthe Odinm of the Mukitude; and 
:7 when People ſce Cruelty pract ſed upon their Inoffenſive Neigh- 


bours by a Troubleſom Sort of Men, and thoſe counteninced by 
-  aLaw,it breedoth Wl 8 hed againſt the Government, Certainly, 

blog Proplr to Deal, breakyno open their Houſes, ſeizing of their 
EB «ts, and that withoutall Proportion, leaving Wives without 
their nd Children without their F their Fami 
lies, Relations, Friends and Neighbours under Amaze aud Trou- 
ble, is almoſt as far from the Peace of a well-govern'd Kingdom, 


as it is fromthe Meeknefs of Chrifienty. 

Plenty will be hereby exchanged for P by the Deſtructi. 
on of many Thes/<nd Families within this Realm, who are greatly 
Iaſtrumentul for the carrying on of the moſt Sf antialcomme ce 
therein, Men of Virtuc, good Cantrivance great Induſtry, whoe 
Labours not only keep the Pariſhes fromthe Troub'c and Charge 
ol maintaining them and theirs, but help to maintain the Por, and 
are great Comridutors to the Kings Revenue by their Trafſick>This 


very Severity will make more Bankraprs in the Kingdom of En. 


gland in 7 Years, then have been in it upon all other Accounts ir 
7 Ages ; which Cenſequence how far it ma / conſiſt with the Cre. 
dit and Intereſt of the Government, I leave to better Judgments. 

This Sort of great Severity that hath been lately, and (ti!] is us d 


among is, is like to prove a great Check to that Readin 1 — 
other: 


(43) | 
otherwiſe we find in Forreigners to trade with thelahabitants of this 
Kingdom; for if men cannot call any Thing their own under a dif- f 
ferent Exerciſe of Conſcience from the National Way of Religion; 


may their Correſpondents prudentiy ſay, We will not further con» 


cern our ſelves with. Men that ſtand upon ſuch tic kling Terms; what 
know we bat ſuch Perſons are ruin d in their Eftates by Reaſon of 7 


their Non”Conformity, before ſuch Time as we are reimbinſ# for — 
Afoney paid, or Goods delivered: Nay, we know not bow ſoon theſe 
who are Conformiſts may be Non-Conformiſts, or what Revolution 
of Ceuncili may happen, fince the Fundamental Law, ſo jealoms of © 

the Peoples Property, are ſo little ſet by with ſome their own Aa- ** 
giſtrates; for though we are told of very worthy and excillcnt Laws | 
for the Security of the Peoples Rights, yet we are alſs told, that they | 
all hang at the Church's Ear, and No Church - Conformity, No 1 
Property, which s, No Churct-Man, No Engliſn Man; Jo that | | 
in E ect, the-Rights of their Country d:pend upon the Rites t hoir 

Church; and theſe Churches are ſo numerous, and have taken their 2 
Turns ſo often, that 4 Body knows not bow to mannage one's ſelf ſe: of 
curtly to one's own Affairs in a Correſpord nce-with any of them: Foy | 4 
in King Remy the Ev:hth's Dayes rey was the only Orthodox 
Religion, and Luther, Melanchton, OccolampediuegCalvimy &. 
were great Hereticks In Edward the ſixth: Time, . they were 
$4ints, and Popery, Idolatry: A few Tears after, Q. Maty ak · a 
the Papiits Holy Church, and Proteſtancy, Herefle > About fix 
Tears compleatt ber time, and Q. Elizabeth enters her Reigny in 
which Proteſtants are gad Chriſtians, and the Church of Rome the | 
Whoy: of Babylen: + Ia ber Reign, ard King James's and Charles 9 2 
the firſt's, ſprung the Puritans, who divided themſelurs into Ptecby- 

terians and Independents ; the Befbops exclaimed A a]ꝗ˖ them | 
for Schiſmaticks, and they againſt the Biſh ps for Papiſtica ard | 
Antichriſtiae: + In the Long Parliament's .7 swwe- th. Presbyteriaa 
drives out the Biſug: O. Cromwell 4 fr ating them, ard ſending 
ebe Presbyrerian 19 keep Company with the Biſhop, cor-fers ue mn, ff ly 

vpn the Independent d Anabaptiſt, who & p! i f hre b the etler 

Fradtions of Gow'rament, till the Presbyter and EH hop get it from 

them; ad the Biſhop new frem the Presbytet; lat hi long it will / | 
eſt thre, was k ows ? : 

Nor is Suppoſicion idle or improbable, unt.is NModeration 
tike” 


{ 
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44) | 
take Place of Severity, and — the room of Puniſhment of 
| Opinion; for that muſt be the laſting Security, as well as that 
| it is the Fundamental Right of Enghſb People. 
6 There is alſo a further Conſideration, and that is The renderins 
| jaſt and very good Debrs deſperate, both at home and abroad, by gi 


ving Opportunity to the Debtors Diſſenters to detain their Dues, 
[ it ſcems a natural Conſequence with all but Men of Mercy 
and Integrity, hat ſhould we pay them for, may they ſay, that 
are not in 4 Capacity to demand or receive it; at leaft to comtel a? 

| Nay, ay ru plead a ſort of Kindneſs to their Creditors, and 
lay, We 4s goed beep it; for, if we pay is them, they will ſoon 
2 to — with u, then that they _ — 

'4 of it by [nformers ; Beggary and Want ſhould in the 

mean time overtake the ri 802 ack Families, Nor 

is it unworthy of the moſt deliberate Thoughts of our Seperioxrs, 

that the Land already ſwarors with Beggars, and that there is no 

ſo ready Coutſe to encreaſe their — as the ſevere Proſecu- 

| tion of D:ſſenters ; ſo that though they immediately S»fer, the 
Kingdom ia the End muſt be the Looſer : For, befides a Decay of 

Trade, & c. this driving away of Fleck: of Sheep, and Herds of Cat. 
| : tel, ſeizing of Barns full of Corn, breaking open of Doors ard 
| Chifts, * away the beſt Gocds thoſe I ents of Cruelty 
=» can find, ſometimes 4, even to a Bed, a Blanket, wearing Af, 
| parel, and the very Tels of Trade, by which People honeſtly la- 
| bour to get their Bread, till they leave Men, Women and Chidren 
| deftitute of Subſiſtence, will neceſſitate an extreme Advance of 
the Peors Rate in every Pariſh of Englend, or they mult be farv'd. 
| Oh! that it would pleaſe them that are in Authority to put a Stop 
I to this Inhuman Uſage, leſt the Vengeance of the Juſt God break, 
| | ferth further avainſt this poor Land. Fl 
Safety, another Requiſite to an happy Government, muſt needs 
be at an End, where the Courſe oppuga d is ſollow d. And it is 

but ſome prudent Forreigners proclaming Liberty of Conſcience 
within their Territories, and a Door is open d for a Million of 

| people to pals out of their Native Soil, which is not ſo extremely 
Bs improv'd, that it ſhould not want two or three hundred thouſand 
Families more then it hath, to advance it, eſpecially at this Time 


of Day, when our Forreign Lands yearly take off lv many _ 
ary 


= (457 : a 
ſary Inhabitants from us: And as of Contraries there is the ſame 

Reaſon ; ſo let the Government of England but give that prudent 
Invitation to Forreigners, and ſhe maketh her ſelf Miſtreſs of the 
Arts and Manufactures of Eure: Nothing elſe hath hindred 
Holland from truckling under the Spaniſb Monarchy, and being | 


ruin'd above three ſcorc Years ago, and given her that Riſe to 
Wealth and Glory. | | 


Seaventhly, Nor is this Severity only Injurious to the Aﬀairs of 
England, but the whole Proteftant World: For befides that it calls 
the Sincerity of their Procedings againſt the-Papiſts into Queſtion, . 
it furniſheth them with this ſort of unanſwerable Interrogatory : 
© The Proteſtants exclame againſt ws fer Perſecutors, and are they | 
© row the very men themſelves ? Mas Severity an Inftance of Weak» | 

| 
| 


— — 


( neſs in aur Religion, and is it became a valid Argument in their! ? 
© Aye not our Attions (once void of all Excuſe with them.) now de- 
© fended by their own Prattice ? Bus if men muſt be reſtrained pen 
© prudential Conſiderations from the Exerciſe be Conſciences in 
England, why net the ſame in France and Germany, where matters 
© of State may equally be pleaded? Certainly whatever Shifts 
Proteſtants may ule to palliate theſe Procedings, they are thus far 4 
condemnable upon the Foot of Prudence. 


Ziehe biy, Such Procedure is a great Reflection upon the | 
Juſtice of rhe Government, in that it enaQts Penalties inadequate 
to the Fault committed, viz, Thet I ſhould looſe my Liberty and 
Property, Nataral Endowments, and confirmed Civil Priviledges, | 
for ſome Error in Pudgment about Matters of Religion ; a3 if I muſt 
not be a Man, hesanſe I am not ſuch a ſort of relivrous Man as the | 
Government would heave me, but muſt looſe my Claim to all Natural , 
Benefus,- though I barmonize with them in Civil Affairs, becauſe | 
I falt not in with the Fudgmert of the Government in ſome Points of | 
a ſupernatural Im ort; thouch no real Part of the ancient Govern» 
ment, Perhaps inſtead of going to the Leſt Hand, I go to the. 
Right: and whereas lam commanded to hear A. B. I rather 
chuſe to hear C. D. my Reaſon for it, being the more Religious 
Influence the latter hath over me. then the former; and that l find 
by Experience, Jan better affefted, and more Relig ien ſiy edified to 


Ceed | 
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Cad Living, What Bleniith is this to the Government? What 
: . Inſecarity to the Civil Magiſtrate ? Why may not this Man Sell, 

| Buy, Plow, Pay his Rent, be as Good a Subject, and as True 
| an Englifb-man, as any Conformiſt in the Kingdom?  Howbeit, 
Fines and Goales are very ill Arguments te convince ſober Mens 

Under flandings, and defſnade them from the Cominnauce of fo 

- Harmleſs a Practice. 


' Laſtly, But there is = another Inconveniency that will attend 
this Sort of Severity, that ſo naturally follews upon our Superiors 
making Conformity to the Doctrine and Worſhip of the Church of 
England, the fine qua non, or Inlet to all Property, and Ground 
. of Claim to all Exgl:ſb Civil Priviledges, to wit, that they make 
a Rod, for ought they know, to whip their own Poſterity with; 
ſince it is Im le ſor them to ſecure their Children to the 
| Eneliſi Church; and if it happen that any of them are never ſo 
bac conſcientiouſly of another Perſwaſion, they are lyable to all the 
4 Mliſeries that may attend the Execution of thoſe Laws : Such a 
2 Xing muſt not be King; ſuch Lerdi and Commons muſt not ſit in 
| Parhament ; nay, they muſt not adminiſter any Office, be it ne- 
ver ſoinferiour, within the Realm, and they never ſo virtuous 
| 


— — — 
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1 


and le; their very Patrimony becomes a Prey to a Pack of 
2 and their Perſons expoſed to the Abuſe of Men, 


Poor or Malicious. 


| But there are Three Object ians that ſome make againſt what [ 

| have urged, not unfit to be conſider d. The fir /t is this: If the 

| Libirty deſired be granted, what kyow we but Diſſenters may im. 

ploy their Meeting. to in ſinuate gain ſ.i the G ode uncut, in flame 

People into 4 Diſlite of their Super ianrs, and thereby prepare them 
fer Miſchief. 

Anſw, This Objc#ion may have ſome Force, fo _— our 

S#periours continue Severity; becauſe it doth not only ſſu rpen 

| and excite Diſſenters, but it runs many of them into ſuch Holes 

| and Corners, that if they were diſpoſed to any ſuch Con ſ pirat ics, 

f they have the ſecureſt Places, and Opportunities to effect their 

| Deſign. But what Dif» ter can be ſo deſtitute of Praſon and 

Love to Common Safety, as to expoſe hiinſclf and Family,by Plot. 

tin 


5 
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- ting againſt a Government that is kind to him, and gives him the 

Liberty he deſires, and could only be ſuppoſed in common ſenſe to 
plot for. To be ſure, Luberry to Worſhip God, according to their 
leveral Profeſhons, will be, as the Peoples Sarirfa&ion, lo the Go- 
vernments greateſt Security; For if men enjoy their Property ard 
their Conſceence, which is the nobleſt part of it, without Moleſta- 
tion, what ſhould they object againſt and plot for? Mad Men on- 
ly burn their own Houſes, kill their own Children & murder them 
ſelves. Doth Kndneſs or Cruelty moſt take with men that are 
but themſelves ? H. Grotins with Campant la, well obſerv'd that 
a fierce and rugged Hand was very improper for Northern Conn- 
tries, Engliſh men are gain d with Mildniſs, but inflemedby Se- 
verity: And many that do not ſuffer, are as apt to compaſhonate 
them that do. And if it will pleaſe our Swperiowrs to make Tryal 
of ſuch an Indulgence, doubtleſs they will find Peace and Plemy 
to enſue. The Practice of other Nations, and the Trade, Tran- 
quillity, Power and Opulency that have attended it, is aDemen- 
ſtration inthe Caſe, and ought not to be lighted by them that aim 
at as high and honourable things for their Country: And if we 
had no other Inſtance then our own Intervals of Connivances they 
were enough to ſatisfie reaſonable men, how much more Mede- 
ration contributes to publick Good, then the Proſecution of Peo- 
ple for their Religious Diſſent; ſince the one hath ever pro- 
duced Trade and Tranquilluy ; the other, greater Poverty and 
D I ſe nl ion. 5 


The ſecond Objedlion, and by far the more weighty, runs thus : 

Obj. The King and V arliament ars ſworn to maintain and gre. 
tect the Church of England, as eſtabliſht, &. therefore to tolerate 
ether Opinions, is acanſt their Oath. 

Anſw. Were the Conſequence true, as it is extremely falſe, 
it were highly unreaſonable to expect Impoſſibilities at their 
Hands Kings and Parliaments can wo more make Brick without 
Stra, then Captives : They have not ſworn to do things beyond 
their Ability, Had it been in His and their Time and Choice, 


when the Church of England had been firſt diſturbed with diſſen. 


ting Opinions, it might have reflected more colourably a kind of 
Neplet upon them: But ſince the Church of England _ no 
C ooner 
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fopner a Church, then ſhe found ſome Sort of D-fſemers 1424 
that the utmoſt Policy and Severity of Q. Elzaberb, King 
James, and King Charles the 1ſt, were not ſucexsful towards an 
abfolute.Uniformity ; x y ſhould it ref ect upon them, that the 
Cburch of Enland hatt no yet rid her ſelſ of Diſſenting Parties ? 
Beſides, it is Notorious. that the late Wars gave that Oppoertyni- 
ty to Differigg Perſwaftons to ſpread, that it was utterly impoſſible 
: for them to hinder, much les during the ſeveral. Years cf the 
f King's Exile, at what time the preſent Parliament ,v as no Par- 
lian. en:, nor the generality of the Members of it ſcarce of any Au- 
thority. Let it bc.confidered, that 'twas the Study.of the Age 
to make People Ants Papiſhical and Anti- A p:ſcopat, and that 
Power and Prefermient went on that ſide Their Circumſtances 
therefore and their Anceſtors arc not the lame They. Fnd the 
Kingdom Divided into ſeveral Intereſts, and it: 'eems a Difficulty 
inſurmountable to reduce them to any one Perſuaſion; u herefoie 
to render themſelves Maſters of theis Aﬀections, they muſt neceſ- 
farify govern themſel es towards them on a Balance, as belore 
expreſt ; otherwite, they are put i pon the greateſt Hazards, and 
extremeſt Diſficulties to themſelves and the Kingdom, and all 
. ,' to perfoim the Uncharitable Office of ſuppreſſing many Thou- 
| ſands of Inoffenfive Inhabitants for the .different Exerciſe of 
| | their Conſcience to God: This is not to make them re ſemble. Al- 
| - mighty God, the Goodneſs of whoſe. Nature extends i: ſeit xni- 
| verſally, thus to narrow his Bowels. and confine his Clemency, 
to one ſingle Party of Men: It ought to be remember d, that 
|  Optimw went before Maximus of old, and that Power without 
| Gootneſs is a frightful Sort of a Thing. 

' But Screnaiy, LIdeny the Conſequence, viz. That the King 1s 
therefore obliged to perſeents Diſſente i, bicauſe he or the Parlia. 
ment hath taken an Oath co maintain the Charch of England: For it 
cannot be ſuppoſed or intended, that by maintaining Her, they 
are todeftroy the Reſt of the Inhabitants : Is it impoſſible to pro- 
tect her withoar bnocking af the reft on the Mead? Do they allow 
| any to Sup plant her Gfficers, Invade her Civingi, Poſſeſs ber Emelu- 
| ments, Exerc: her Authority? What would ſhe baute? Js ſhe 
| wot Church of England f, in the ſame Regency, inveſtid with the 


ſame Power, bearing the ſame Character? Phat Grandewr or — 
Tk tere 


— 
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tereſt bark ſhe loſt by them? Are they not maif, flly ker Patcher v 
x ſhe not Nn Church fill? And are not the greateſs Offices,Ciuil, 

2 and AMariting conferr u npen her Saus? And can any of 
her Children be ſo inſenſible as either to challenge her Superiours 
with Want of Integrity, becauſe they had not᷑ perſorm d Impoſ. 
ſibilities ? or to excite them to that Harſfineſs, which is not only 
deftrutive of many Thouſands of Inhabitants, but altogether 
injurious to their own Intereſt, and diſhonourable to a Proceftext 
Church? Suppoſe Diſſenters not to be of the viſible Church, are 
they therefore unfitto live? Did the Jews treat Strangers fo (e- 
verely that had ſo much more to ſay then her ſelf ? Is not the King 
Lord of Waſtes and Commons as will « Incloſures? Suppoſe Gd 
hath elected ſome to Salvation, doth it therefere follow be bath repro- 
bated alt the reſt? Ai becauſe he was Gidof the Jews, wat be not 
threfore God of the Gentiles ? or were not the Gentiles is People, 
becauſe the Jews wert bis peculiar __ ? Tobe brief; They have 
©anſwer'd their Obligation, conſented to ſevere Laus ind com- 
— —— in that they — ſtill preſert d her — 
Every Intereſt in render her more Powerful and Uni 
verfal, till they dave Reafon tobe tired with the Lamen. 
table Conſequences of thoſe Endeavours, and to that 
the Uniform oy ns is a thing : 
And I that men ſhould ſo eaſiſy forget that great 
- Saying of King CHARLES the x (whom they pretended fo 
often and with ſo much Honour to remember) 'in his Advicę to 


the preſent King : where he faith, 

Beware of Exaſperating. any 
Fattions, bythe Croſſneſs and Aſperi- . 
ty of ſome Mens Paſſions, Hu nours, 
or Private Opinions, imployeu by You, 
grounded * upon their Differen- 
ces in Leſſer Matters, which are but 
the Skirts and Suburbs of Religion, 

ii 2 : wher ein * 
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wherein a Charitable Connivance and 


E Chriſtian Toleration often Diſjipates 
| their Strength, whom Regler Oppoſi- 
ties" Fenz, and puts the Deſpiſed | 
and Oppreſſed Party into ſuch Combi- 
| n1tions as may moſt Enable them to get a 
Full Revenge upon Thoſe they count 
| their Perſecutors; who are commonly 

Aſſiſted with that Vulgar Commiſerati- 
| on, -whic5 attends il that are ſaid to 
Suffer under the Common Notion of 


| Religion. 

So that we have not only the King's Circumſtances, but his Fa. 
ther's Counſel, who ſaw not the of one half of them de. 
_— a Charitable Connivance, and Chriſtian Toleration of 

enters. 


j. 3. Zut it be further alledged, This makes way for 
N or — locmtrats the Church of En? 4. 
mount the Chair of Power and Preferment, whith u more then 4 
Prudential Indulgence of Different — , 

Aud yet there is not any ſo probable an Expedient to va- 

3 niſh thoſe Fears, and prevent any ſuch Deſign, as keeping all 
Intereſts upon the Ballance ; for ſo the — makes at ſeaſt 
| ſax Parties againſt Popery, and the Church of England at leaſt five 
againft Presbyrery; and how either of them ſhould be able 
go turn the Scale againſt five or fix, as free and thriving Inter. 
| ſts as either of them can pretend to be, I confeſs I cannot n. 
Garftand : But if one only Intereſt muſt be tolerated, which 


implies 


i: 
implies aReſolution to wy LS plain it is, that theCharch 
of England ventures her ſingle Party again iz growing Intereſts, 
and thereby gives Prezbytiry and Pepery by far an eafier Acceſs to 
Supremac ye 

Parts of Europe, which neither want Inclination, nor Ability to 
proſper it. So that beſides the Conſiſtency of ſuch an Indulgence 
with ihe Nature of a Cbriſtian Church, there can be nothing mc re 


in Prudeuce adviſable for the ( barch of England, then to allow of 
the Ballance propounded; In that 4 no Perſon of any tea! 
on the contrary, it will 


Worth will ever the ſooner decline 
give Her a greater Reputation in a Country fo hating Severity: 
and next, It gives Her 24 — to turn the Scale againſt one 
Party that may aſpire after her Power and Endowments; and 
ſhe never need to fear the Agreement of all of ihem to any ſuch 
Deſign, Epiſcepacy not being more intolerable then Prebyeery in 
Power, even to an /ndependency it ſelf; and yet between them ſies 
the narroweſt Difference that 1s among the Diſſenting Intereſts in 
this Kingdom, 


But this ſeems too large and yielding, and therefore to find 3 


Medium, ſomething that may compais the happy Eu N Yood 
Correſpondence and Tranquillity, at leaſt ſo to fortifie the Church 
of —— 2 that ſhe may — give — Reli- 

ious Intereſts, a Compreben ſion is pitcht upon, and diligently pur» 
Pied by both E — and Presbyterians, at leaſt ſome of eack 
Party. | 


not be unadviſable for them to weigh the Conſequences of ſuchan 


Endeavour: For, in the firſt place, there is no c ne People Fknow - 


in Ene land, that ſtands at a greater Diſtance from her Doctrine as 


it is maintain d by her preſent Sons, then the Preabyterians, par- 


ticularly about abſolute Reprabat tom, the Perſon of Chriſt, Satisfatt1- 
en and 7uſtification ; and be muſt be a Stranger in the Religious 
Conteſts of our times that knows not this. 

In the next place, None have govern'd themſelves with a plainer 
Denial and more peremptory Contempt of Epiſcenacy, and the 
x hole Diſcipline and Werſhip of the Church of England then the 


Presbyterians have ever done; let them put me to prove it, ii 


they pleaſe, even of their moſt reverend Fathers. 
gan » 


pecially the laiter, for that it is tbe Religion of thoſe 


But if it becomes wiſe men to Look before they Leap, it will | 


_—_ 


— 
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Jah, Who knows not * td reciprocal Heats about theſe 


very things, went a great way towards our late lamentable Trou- 
- bles? Now if the ſame Priraples tomain with each Party, and 


that they are ſo far from repenting of their Tenaciouſneſs, that on 
the contrary they juſtific their Oppoſition to one another in theſe 


matters, how can either Party have Faith cnough to rely upon 
each otter's Kindneſs. or ſo much as attempt a Comprehenſion ? 


What muſt become of the Labours of Bp. witgift, R. Hooker, 
Bp, Barckroft s Bp. Land, & c. in Rebuke o the Presbyterian 
Separation ;, and the Names of choſe leading Diſſenters, as Cart. 
w/ ig he, Dode, Bradſnow, Kutter ford, Galaſpee. &. ſo famous a - 
mong the preſent #resbyteriaxs, and that ſor their Oppoſition to the 
Church This conſidered; what Reaſon can any render, why the 


Ejiſropaliens ſhould ſo iingularly Provide for, and Confide in an 


I"tereft that hack already been ſo Deſtractius to theirs? On the 
other hand, M ith what Prudence may the Presbyterians imbrace 
the others Offer that intended it not in Kindneſs to ihem, and who 
they muſt needs think, cannot but owe Revenge; and retain deep 
Grudges for old Stories? 

But 4+bly, The very Reaſon given for « Comprehenſion is the 
greateſt thatezh be urged againſt it; namely, T he Suppreſſion of 
other d-fſenting Perſwaſions. I will ſuppoſe a Comprehenſion, and 
the Conſequences of it to be an Eradicaiion of ALL Intereſts , the 
Thing defired : But if the two remaining Parties ſhall fall out, as 
it ts nat likely that they will long agree, what can the Presbycers- 
en have to Ballance himſelf againſt the Ruling power of Epi/cvps- 
27 or the Epefcopalian to ſecure himſelf againſt the Aſpirings cf 
Prezbyrery ? y muſt either all become Ep:/copahens, or Preſ- 
byteriant, elſe they will commix as [yon and Clay, which made ill 
Legg: for the [mage in Daniel; Nor is it to be thought, that 


their Leggs ſhould ftand any better. 


But ſome are ready to ſay, that Their D:ffere::ce is very minute, 
Grantit; Are th ey ever the more tolerable for that? Certain!y , 
Forbearance ſhoultl carry tome Proportion with the Greatneſs of 


the Difference, by kew much it is eaſier to com ply in ſmaller Mat- 


ters: He that diſſents fundamentally, is more exc uſable then thoſe 
that ſacrifice the Prace and Concerd of 4 Feciety about little Circum. 


. Fences ;, for there cannot be the ſame luducement to ſuſpect = 


—— — —— —ü—äñ— _ Te 
—— — —.-—_—_ 
- 


4 £2 i rr —— 
of Obftinacy in an Eſſential as — — 8 
Beſides, How far can this A i with Secar- "2 


ty tothe Church of England? Or, on what better Terms will the 
Presbyterians conform to her Diſcipline and. formal Acts of De- 
votion, then thoſe upon which Per d=-Adonlin oſſet d to : 
the Goſpel] at Rome f vit. That if abe Pope = onldgrue hum Cue 
ro preach at Rome, he would be contenttd to preachan a FCN. 


I queſtioaifche Hrenb ycerian can go fo far, | am ſure he could got 
and as ſure, that Peter. du Monin bop't b ing · chere in 2 
dun- Advexe the 


Fool's Coat, to inculeate that Doctrine whic 
Pepe, and alter his Church, the very Ihing the Church of Eng{an4 
ought i» feat: For Ver du — j — . 
Coat no but till he had pr Peaple-iſe enoi 

throw it off again. So the Frestyscriant, they may conform c 
certain Ceremonies (once as ff. ful to them, us 2 Fool's Cam could 
beridiculom to Peter du Moulin) that they may the better iat: 
dice their Alterations bath in Doitrine and Diſcipline, r. 


But that which B en nS 
their —— of this —_ is net only the Bene! —— | 
againlt thePcefumption of any onePartygthd theÞrobability,if not 
8 y - I 


Certainty of their never being over-dri | 
whilſt they have others -co moro then poi againſt the $0 wing 
Office as thankle's - 


Power of it;but the Conceit itſelf, if not 

is at leaſt very difficult to the Promotors,and an 
from the Parties concern d. This appears in the Raden v ours uſed 
for n Comprehenſion of Arrians and Homonſfians under one Orr ho- 
dexy, related not only in our commen- Eccleſiaſtical Hiftory, but 
more amply in the Writings of Hilary, an Enemy to the Arrians, 
and Mariane's Sper:ſh Hiſtory. Theſe publick Teſts, or com. 
prehenſive Creeds were many, Nice, Ariminum, Sirmium, &c. 

in order to agiee both Parties, that neither might ſtigmatize the 
other with the odious Crime of Hereſie; but the Conſequence 
of all this Convocation and prolix Debate was, that neither Party 
could be ſatisfied, each continuiag their former Sentiments, and ſo 
grew up into ſtronger Factions to the Diviſion, Diſtraction, and 
almoſt Deſtruction of the whole Empire; recover d a little by 
the prucent Moderation of Jin. and much improved, not by 

2 
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7 0 Gomprehanifion, but Refarrarion of 4 ſeaſorable Liberty of 
4 * Conſcience; by Theedefine — | "E a 
Alſo in Su about the Time of the Reformation, nothing 
ſeem d more fincere then the Deſign of Union between the La- 
- therans and Zwinghians: For Luther and Zuingliu themſelves 
by the carneſt Endeavours of the Landiraue of Heſſen, came to- 


— but the Succeſs was ſo (mall, notwithſtanding the Graves 


| Media they parted ſcarcely Civil; to be ſure, as far from 
Unity as Conrorercis Luther and Cardinal Cajeren met for 

- # Compoſure of the Breach betwixt the Proteſtants and the Pepe; 
but were too wide ſor thoſe Conferences to teconcile, no 

| | Comprehenſion could do the Bulmeſs, A ſecond Eſſay to the ſame 
Purpoſe was by Aiclancinon, Caſſander and others; the Conſe- 
of it was, that the Parties were diſpleaſed, and the Heads 

ted, if not hated of their Followers: Nor had Bacer's Meer 
ting with Jula PSagg any better Succeſs ; And how fruitleſs their 
| Contrivances have been, that with greateſt Art and Induftry have 
| of a long time endeavour'd a Reconciliation of Lutherans and C al- 
_ ' winiſts, is well known to thoſe that are inted with the Aﬀairs 

of Germany; and. ſuch as arc not, may ſusniſh:themſclves from 
thoſe publick Relations s given by thoſe that are employed about 
chat , e beſides a dull & heavy Progreſe, the 
Render may be a Witneſs of their Complaint, not only that both 
Parties are too tenacious, bot that they ſuſter Detraction for their 
tzood Endeavours, each fide grudging every Title they yield, and 
. murmuring 8s if they were too hardly bom upon. And if Perſons 
ſo diſiatereſted, and way in their Attempts have had n better 

- Iffue, I cannot ſee how who ſeem compelt'd by Worldly In- 
_ tereſt morethen Conſcience, to ſeck and propagate a Comprebenſi- 
on, eſpecia'ly, when it determins in the Perſecution of the rejected 


Ferſwaſions, can with any Reaſon expect from God or good Men 
any better Succeſs to their Deſign. | h 
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Laſtly, there is nothing any man toucht with Juſti-e and Mercy, 

can alledge for a Comprehenſion, that may not be much better urg d 
do procure a Toleration; they are Men as well as thoſe of otherPer- 
ſwaſions, their Faith is as Chriffian, they believe as ſincerely. live as 
conſcientiouſly, are as uſeful in the Kingdom, and manoage their 


Diſſcnt 
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Diſſent with as much Modeſty & Prudence, tle Church of Exg land 
her ſelf being in a great meaſure Judge, as thoſe on whoſe Account 
a Comprehenſion may be intended. To be ſure they are ng liſb Men, 
and have an Equal Claim to the Civil Rights of their native Cavn - 
try, with any that live in it, whom to perſecute, whilſt otters, and 
thoſe no better Men, are tolerated, is, as I have already faid, The 
Unreaſouable ard VUnmere ful Doctrine of abſolute Eleit ion ard Re- 


probation put in Prattice. 


HI. A SINCERE PROMOTION 
of General & Practical RELIGION. 


Am now come to the laſt, which to be ſure, is not the leaſt Pare 
] of my Anſwer to the Queſtion propounded, viz, The Siscere 
Promotagn of general and practical Religion, by which I mean the 
Ten Commandments, or Moral Law, and Chriſt's Sermon pen the 
Mount, with other — Sayings, excellently improved, and 
carneſtly recommended by {ſeveral es in the Writings of his 


Diſciples, which forbid Evil not only in Deed, but 4— 
joyn Parity & Hlelineſi, as wit heut which no men, be his Pretences 
what they will. ſhel ever ſee Ged. In ſhort; General, True and Re. 
2 Religion in the Apoſtle James's Definition, is, Te vifie the N. 

w and the Fat herliſi, and to keep cur. ſelvea, through the Univerſal 
Grace, unſpotiid of the World: This is as the moſt ſacred ſo the moſt 
eaſie & probable Vai to fetch in all men profeſſing God & Religi. 
on, for that every Perſwaſion acknowledges this in Words, be their 
Lives never ſo incongruous with their Conſaſſion; And this being 
the Daum nete ſſarium, that One Thing — re quiſite to make 
Men happy here and hereaſter, why ſhould Men facrifice their 
Accord in H great Point for an Unity in minute or circumſtantial 
Things, that perhaps is inobtainable; & if it were not, would ficnifie 
little or nothing, either to the Good oſ Humane Society, or the par- 
ticular Comſort of any Individual in that World which is th co ue? 
No one thing is more ſencleſs and condemnable among Men then 
their Uncharitable & Mutincus Clamours and Conteſts about Re- 


Iigivn,intced about Words & Phraſes,wh.ilſt thoy all verball, meet 
D E 
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M athe moſt. if not ouly neceſſary Part of Chi ſtian Religivn : Fe x- 
nothing is more certain, then if Men would but live up to one half 
| of what they know in their ownConſciences they ought to practiſe, 
; their Edge world be taken off, their Blood would be ſweetred by 
| Mercy and Truth, and this unratural Sharpneſs qualified ; they 
wou'd quickly find Work eno: gh at home; each Man's Hands 
| would be full by the Unrulineſs of his ou n Paffions, and in Subje- 
- Ction of his own Will ; and inſtead of devouring one ancther's 
| Good Name, Liberty, or Eftate, Compaſſion would riſe, and mu- 
tual Hrſires to be aſſiſtentto one another in a better ſort of Living, . 
Oh how decent, how delightful would it be, to ſee Mankind (the 
Creation of one God that hath upheld them to this Day) of one 
| Accard, at leaſt in the weighty things of God's profli:al Lan! 
Tis Want of Practice, and too much Prate, that hati made Way 
for all the /rchariry and :. living that is in the World. No Xat- 
ter what Ven ſay, if the Devil keep the Houſe : Let the Grace 
of God, tlie H rincipie of Divine Life (isa great man lately c:11'4 
it in his Speech jbut be heartily and reverentfy entertained of men, 
| that teach i te deny Vngedl:neſt, and tonve; 7 Sob:rly, Re lte 
| . and Gediily,in thus preſent evil World, and it is not to be doubted 
bf but.Fraxge.llity, and a very amicable Corr: ſpor deze u ill f. low. 
N Men are not᷑ to be repated / cod by their. Oi i ]; nor is trat, nor 
& onguit it to be oſſeuſive to the Government; but Pradt.ce is W at 
. muſt ſave or dam, temporally or eternally. Chriſt-in hi Repreſen- 
þ tation of the Great Day,doth not tell us that it ſhall be 4 ID, 
" or TALK T. but . DONE — ard fuithſul Servant : 
4. neither is che Dey irt from me YOU, directed to any but the /#:;». 
, kers of Iniquity. Error now is brought from the Signification ef an 
. Evil Life v0 an wnſound Propoſition, as Philoſophy is from Aorti- 
F feation and well-living, to an Dnintel giole 1h ay of Wrangling, 
, a Man is more bitterly harrac'd for an Erroncoa Preeſs ion, 
| h the Party _— it thinks not ſo, and the Party charging 
it denies all Infallible Judg in this World (ſo that it may as 
well be true as falſe for all him) then for the 12 d lure Lift. 
' 
[ 
F 
* 


And truly it is . Time, that Men ſhonld give better Teſtimony 
of their Chriſtianity; for Crucliy hath no Shure in C briſf's Reli ion, 
«nd Cecrtion upon Conſcience is utterly inconſi tent with the very 
Nature of bis K. ngdom: He revuked that Zea), which _— 

ave 
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have Fire from Heaven to 1 it came fram 
his own Diſciples; and forbad them to plack »p the Tares, though 
none had a mare gentle or infallible Hand to do it by: Hepreferr'd 
Mercy before Sacrsfice; and therefore we may well believe, that 
the Unmerciful Sacrifices ſume men now offer, I meats, /mpriſening 
Perſons, ſpoiling of Goods, and leaving whole Families de fu of 
Common Swbſiſtence, are far from being grateful to dim, wo there · 
fore came into the World, and preacht that Heavenly Docrine of 
Forbearing, and { oving of Enemzes,and laid down his muſt ſanscrut 
Life for us, vhilſt we were Rebels, ttiat by ſuch peaceable Precepts 
and ſo patient an Example the World might be prevail d upon to 
leave thoſe Barbarous Courſes : And dou very lamemable 
will their Condition be, who at the Coming of the Great Lord 
ſhall be found Beaters of their Felow-Serverrs. In vain do Men 
£0 to Church, pray, preach, and ftyle themſelves Believers Chri- 
ſtians, Children of God, G. whit ſuch As of Severity are pra- 
Qiſed, and any Diſpoſition to moleft harmleſs Neighbours for their 
Conſcicuce, ſo much as coxnrenanc'd, A Courſe quite repuguant 
to Chriſt's Doctrine and Example. 

In ſhort ; The Fromering of this General Religion by a ſevere _ 
Reprehenſion and P wniſhment of Vice, and Encouragemens of Virtue, . 
is the Intereſt of our Superionri[everal age > 1 

1. In that it meets with, and takes in all the Religious Perſwa· 
ſions of the Kingdom; Penal Laws for Religion i a Charch with 
4 Sting in ber Tail; take that out, and there is no Fear ofthe Feo 
ples Love and Duty : And what better Obligation or Security can 
the Civil Magiſtrate defixe ? Every Man owns the Text; ti the 
Comment that's diſputed: Let it but pleaſe bim to make the Text 
_ ſacred and neceſſary, and fo leave Men to keep Company 
with their own Meanings and Conſequences, and he not only pru- 
dently takes in all, but ſuppreſſeth nice Searches, fixes Unity upon 
Materials, quiets preſent Differences about things of leſſer Mo 
ment, retrives Humanity and Chrift-an Clemency, and fills the 
Kingdom with Love aud Reſpect to their Governours, 

2, Next, A Promotion of General Religiory it being in it ſelſ 
practical, brings back again ancient Yirrxe : Good Living will 
thrive in this Soil; Men will grow Honeſt, Truſty and Temp. rate; 
we may exped good * and cordial Friendſtiirʒ one 

Ä 2 may 


4 


0 
— then now upon an Oath, Huw 
it to ſee afraid of one another; Men made 
ſor of one Cod, and that muſt be judzed hy that Orc 


are ſpoalce ? 

. The third Benefit is, that Men will be more induſtrious, 
done diligent in their lawful Callings, which will encreaſe our 

M ure, ſet the Idle and Poor to work for their Livelihood, 

and enable the ſeveral Countries with more Eaſe and ccency to 
Maintain the Aged and Impotent among them. Nor will this 

only make the Lazy conſcientionfly induſtrions but the Induſtrio:.s 

and Con ſcientiaus Man Cheerful at his Labour, when he is aſſu-cd 

to Keep what he works for, and that the Swear of h Brows ſhall 

not be made a Ferſcit for bis Conſcience. 

4. It wil) render the Magiſtrates Province more facily and Co- 
vernment a ſafe as well as caſic Thing; for, as Tac ſaves of 
Agrieo'a's inſtructing the Britains in Arts an Sciences. and vſing 
them with more Humanity then other Governours had done, that 

t nude them ſtter for Government: 80, if that Practical Rd gi. 

on, ahdthe Laws made to maintain it, were duely regarded, the 
very Natures of Men now wilde & froward by Croſs and jealous 

' - Intereſts, would learn Moderation, and ſee it to be by far their 

Intereſt to purſue ſober and amicab!c Converſation, u bich 
would rid the Magiſtrate of much of his preſant Trouble: And 
- © the Truth is, tis a Piece of Slavery to have ihe Regiment of Ig- 
" horants and Ruffains ; but there is true Glory and Royalty in ha- 
vingtbe Government of Men inſtructed in the Juſtice and Pru- 

dence of their own Laws and Country. 

5. Leftly, Heaven will proſper ſo Natural, ſo Noble, and fo Chur. 
fia an E ffay, which ought not to be the leaſt Conſideration with 
a good Magiſtrate ; and the rather, becauſe the Neglect of this 
——— Religion hach been the Ruin of Kingdoms and Common 

calths ameng Heat hent, Fews and Chriſtians, This laid! Tu- 
quin low, and his Race never roſe more, How puiſſant was Ca- 
ted man and Athen, ig Greeee, till Luxury had caten out their 
Severity, and a powpans Living, contrary tÞ their Excellent Lows, 
render d their Execution intolergble ? And was cot Hauniba. s 

Ariny 
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Army a Prey to their own ldleneß and Pleaſure, which ; 
minating their Natures — them, when {which by ole 
of Rome could not do it? What elſe betray'd Rome to Ca/ar's 
An bition, and made way forthe after Rents and Diviſions 7 te 
Empire?The Conqueſt and Intcritance of a well. d 
for ſeveral Ages, as long as their Manners laſted. Fre Few, in 
manner were proſperous while they kept the Statutes and n 
ments of their God ;, but when they became Rebellious and diſſe- 
Jute, the Almighty either viſited them from Heaven, or 

them to the Fury of their Neighbours. Nothing elſe ſent Za. 
k,ahto Baby/en, and gave him and the People a Prey ro Nebu+ 
chadnezzar and his Army, 


Negl:&t of Laws and Diſfſolute Living, Andrew Horn (that lid 


in the Time of Ed. the ,, as before cited) tells us, was the 
Cauſe of rhe miſerable Thraldom and Deſolation the Britains 
ſuſtained by Inadirs ard C ongquerers, And pray, what elſe hath 
been the Egli of our ſweeping Pi ffiltnes and dreatful Fives of 


late years? Hundreds of Examples aight be brovgt t in this Cale; 


but their Frequency ſhall excuſe me. 


Thus have I honeſtly and plainly clear d = Conſci 
EC :u;:tr3, and an u er d, I hope, modeſtly, — 
fully the Import of the Queſtion propounded, with Honour io the 
Magiſtrate, and Safct y to the People by an happy Conjunction of 
the ir Intereſts, I ſhall conclude, " 

That & greater Honour and Wiſaum carnot well be attributed 
to any ſort of Men, thin for cur Superioxrs an der their Circum- 
flances, tobe ſought toby al Pe [waſions, corfidedin by all 
Perſwafions, and obey'd by all Perſwalions., and to make 
thoſe Perſwaſions know, 1643 it & their Intereſt ſoto de, 4 
well a that it i the lntereſt of ow Swpericars.they ſhonld,which 
the Expedients trepes d natu ally tend to; So for a further In- 
ſucem ent to imbrace them. ſet it be conſtantiy ri mi mdrtd, that 
the In tere ſt of our Engliſh Governour: & lite to ſland long er 
uunthe L:c5 of the Engliſh People, then of ibe Engluh 
Church; ffuce ie one tales in the Strength of all luteteſts, 

the 
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be other eaves ont all but — nn; and it may happen that 
the Engliſh Church way fail, er go travail again, but it is 
not probable that Engliſh Feople ſrl do either, while Pro- 
perty « preſerved, 4 Ballance kept, General Religion pro. 
ed, and the World cominues. 


all this prevail wich our Superiours to 


make the beſt Ule of cheir little Time, remem» 


bring in che midſt of all their Power & Grandeur 
that they carry Mortality about them, and ate 
equally liable to the Scrutiny and Judgment of 
the laſt Day with the pooreſt Peaſant, and that 
they have a greatStewardſbipto account for;that 
Moderation and Virtue being their Courſe, they 
for the future ſhall ſteer, = having faichfully 
diſcharg d that Grand Truſt repos d ia them by 
God — this Free · People, they may with Com- 
fort tatheir Souls, and Honour to their Names 
and Actions, ſafely anchor in the Haven of Eter- 
nal Bleſſedneſs: So prayes with much Siacerity, 


An Engliſh cbriſtian Man, 


William Penn. 


— — — 


, (61) © : , 90 . Lot. 


A C orolary. — 


T Hat the People are under a great DiſſatisfiFion. That 6 
the Way to quiet Differences, and render contrary In- . 
rereſts ſubſervient to the Intereſt of the Goverameat, is, 


Firſt, To maintain imviolably the Rights of it, viz. Li- 
berty and Property, Legiſlation & Juries, withoat Neglect. 
That ſligbting ana infringing them hath been the Injury of 
prince and People, and early or late the Ruin of the Comtri- 
w'rs of ſe il Deſigns; and mhen all has been done, the only 
E xpedient has been to come back again to Engliſh Law: The 
tales in all,pleaſes all, becauſe it ſecures and profits all; ſa- 
crificing Priviledges for the ſate of Conformity, makes . * 
preach upon the Civil Government, alierates the People's 
Affe ctions ſtem their Prince, ladges Property in the Church, 
ſo 4s nove can come 41 it, but through obedience to her Rites F 
for ſhe at this rate has the keeping of it, a Thing Unknown, «s E 
wel Unſafe tothe Auciem Engliſh Government, 1 


2dly, That the Prince govern bimſclf upon a Ballance ts: 
wards all Religious Intereſts ; that this beſt poizts Parties 10 
his Security, renders bim Maſter of an #niver{al /feftion, 
and makes him truly and ſafely Prince of all bis Country ; but 
the contrary Conrſe narrows bu Juſtice end Mercy, makes 1b? 
Goternment to ſhine but upon one Patch of the Kingdom; tobe 
Juſt bat to one Party, and difpnberit the ret from their Birth» 
right; that ths Courſe endi in gteut 10: (advantage tothe 
Peace, Plenty and Saety of Viincc aud People. 
E z0ly, | 
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3<ly, 4 e ee, of being Unchavitable,Severe and 
Cr uct for Modi cations ,let them ſleep, and General and Pra- 

Rica] Religion be prom:eted, that which receives an Amen 

iin every Man's Conſcience, fam the Principle of Divine 

„Life 4 the Lord Keeper well call d it) in every Breaſt : 

That al agre in the moſt gciehty Dactrines, aud that nothing 

will ſooner ſwreten Men's Blood, and mollifie their Natures then 

employing that Time & Pins they beftow on fruitleſs C onteſts, 

in Living up to what they both Know, Believe and Ac- 

cord in; thithis leaves Men to keep Company with their own 

Comments, and wakes the Text owly Sacred, and Hol y Li- 

ving neceſſary, not only to heavenly, but carthlyFlaces,l mean, 

* eee whencs Virtue becomes the Door to Favour, 

* an Conſcience (now ſmotber d in the Crowd of Siniſter In- 

: tereſts) ihe Noble Rule of Living. 


© god Almi ly, if it pleaſe him, beget Noble Reſalations in 

' the Hearts of our Superiours, to uſe theſe plain & ſafe Expe- 
dients; that Charity may ſupplant Cruelty, Conteſt 
yield to Good Life, and preſent Diſtances meet in 4 Fuſt and 
Kia Neighbourhood, 


.Great and Honourable is that Prince, Free and Hap- 
py that People, where theſe Things take Place, 


1 


